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For years, we have been trying to insure innocent crime victims are
treated properly by the system. We have tried to guarantee they have
someone advocating for them; someone who helps them understand the
system and how it works. We have tried to make sure the system is
equally concerned with the innocent victim as it is in protecting the
rights of the criminal.

In Florida, we have Victims’ Rights Legislation on the books. The
legislation is explicit. In Florida statute 960-001, crime victims have the
following rights:

1. To be informed about proceedings,

2. To be informed about the resources available, the process,
and bow it progresses,

3. To bave inconveniences minimized,

4. To be notified about the trial and all of the court
proceedings in their case,

5. To be notified of appeals,

6. To be notified about sentence review bearings and sentence
reduction bearings,

7. To be notified of change of status with the perpetrator of the
crime in their case,

8. To confer with the prosecution and to be consulted about the
disposition of the case, including plea bargaining,

9. To receive restitution and victims rights of enforcement,

10. To appear and make impact statements at the sentencing of
the defendant,

11. To bave input in the probation pre-sentence report impact
statement, and,

12. To be treated with fairness and respect throughout the
criminal justice process.

These rights sound great but there is a problem. The problem is very
simple. Our legislature passed this statute to help protect crime victims
and ensure they have rights. But they did not put any teeth into this
legislation; there are no penalties for not following this statute. It would
be the same as if I were driving down the road and the speed limit was
40 mph. Let’s say I was traveling 60 mph and a police officer stopped
me. Because there was not a law stating I could be fined, he would just
have to tell me, “Hey, don’t speed anymore.” He could do nothing to
punish me or hold me accountable. This is how the Victims’ Rights
Legislation is in our state. It has no teeth, because, simply, it has no
penalty. There is not anything on the books to say if law enforcement,
State Attorneys, or judges violate these rights there would be a price to
pay. In reality, this legislation then becomes voluntary. If you decide you
want to follow it, you follow it and if you choose not to follow it, you
don’t and there are no consequences.

I would like to see some penalties when these rights are not adhered
by the system. Until legislators hear from citizens, this will not change.
We have very stiff penalties, if you violate the rights of the accused; but
we have no penalties if the rights of the innocent victim is violated. I
believe Florida Statue 960 needs to be addressed by the State Legislature.
If you would like to see this changed, I encourage you to be involved
during National Victims’ Rights month (April 2002); call your Senator and
Representative and voice your opinion. The only way our system will
change is when citizens want change and become active in promoting
change.

There has been headway made regarding the way victims are treated
in the Criminal Justice System. But believe me, there’s still a lot to do.
We encourage you to become involved; support the innocent victims of
crime in every way possible — write, call, or e-mail your legislators. A
new day is dawning for innocent victims. We can see that glimmer of
hope, but before it becomes full light, we can only continue to be there
to support victims, to go to court with them, to be sympathetic with
them, and to hold the system accountable for their sake.

I look forward to hearing from you.
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State Government Listings

Gov. Jeb Bush

Office of the Governor

The Capitol

Tallahassee, FI 32399

Cap Phone: 850-488-7146
mail: jeb.bush@myflorida.com

Senate President

John McKay

409 Capitol

404 S. Monroe St.

Tallahassee, FI 32399-1100

Cap Phone: 850-488-5229

E-mail: mckay.john.web@leg.state.fl.us

State Senators

Lt. Gov. Frank Brogan
Office of the Lt. Governor
The Capitol

Tallahassee, FI 32399

Cap Phone: 850-488-4711

E-mail: frank.brogan@myflorida.com

House Speaker

Tom Feeney

420 Capitol

402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1300
Cap Phone: 850-488-1450

E-mail: feeney.tom@myflorida.com

State House

District 2

Betty Holzendorf

816N. Ocean St.

Jacksonville, F1 32202-3083
904-359-6880

401 Senate Office Bldg.

404 S. Monroe St.

Tallahassee, FI 32399-1100
850-487-5024

holzendorf betty.sen@leg.state.fl.us

District 4

Richard Mitchell

Virgie Cone Center

406 10th Ave. NW

Jasper, Fl. 32052
380-719-2733

205 Senate Office Bldg.
404 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FI 32399-1100
850-487-5017
mitchell.richard. web@leg.state.fl.us

District 5

Rod Smith

2727 NW 43rd St Ste 2A
Gainesville, FI 32606
352-375-3555

220 Senate Office Bldg,

404 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1100
850-487-5020
smith.rod.web@leg state fl.us

District 6

Stephen Wise

3520-2 Blanding Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32210-5253
904-573-4900

224 Senate Office Bldg,

404 S. Monroe St.

Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1100
850-487-5027
wise.stephen.web@leg state.fl.us

District 8

Jim King

9485 Regency Square Blvd Ste 108
Jacksonville, FL 32225-8145
904-727-3600

300 Senate Office Bldg,

404 S. Monroe St.

Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1100
850-487-5030

king james.web@leg.state.fl.us
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District 12

Aaron Bean

1643 E. Florida 200 Ste 8
Yulie FI 32097-5200
904-491-3664 or 866-201-2859
1201 Capitol,

402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FI 32399-1300
850-488-6920

bean.aaron@leg state.fl.us

District 14

Terry Fields

2851-11 Edgewood Ave. N
Jacksonville, FL 32254-1483
904-359-6256

1401 Capitol,

402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1300
850-488-0893
fields.terry@leg.state.fl.us

District 16

Mark Mahon

233 E Bay St. Ste 1133
Jacksonville, FL 32202-5414
904-359-6090

1202 Capitol,

402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FI 32399-1300
850-488-4171
mahon.mark@leg state.fl.us

District 18

Don Davis

2320 Third St Ste 3

Jacksonville Beach, Fl 32250-4057
904-249-1990

313 House Office Bldg,

402 S. Monroe St.

Tallahassee, FI 32399-1300
850-488-0001

davis.don@leg state.fl.us

District 20

Doug Wiles

1510 N. Ponce de Leon Blvc.
St. Augutine, FL 32084-2602
904-823-4660 or 800-775-4197
316 Capitol,

402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FI 32399-1300
850-488-2977

wiles.doug@leg state.fl.us

District 13

Mike Hogan

3520-1 Blanding Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32210-5253
904-573-4994

1101 Capitol,

402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FI 32399-1300
850-448-5102
hogan.mike@leg state.fl.us

District 15

Denise Lee

1722 N. Davis St.
Jacksonville, FL 32209-6519
904-798-4830

1401 Capitol,

402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1300
850-488-7417
lee.denise@leg state.fl.us

District 17

Stan Jordan

9210 Arlington Expressway,
Jacksonville, FI 32225-8212
904-727-6560

417 House Office Bldg,
402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1300
850-488-4383

jordan. stan@leg state.fl.us

District 19

Dick Kravitz

2131 Park Ave.

Orange Park, Fl 32073-5585
904-278-5060

1201 Capitol,

402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1300
850-488-1304
kravitz.dick@leg state.fl.us

District 21

Joe Pickens

3841 Reid St. Ste 5
Palatka, FL 32177-2509
386-312-2272

317 House Office Bldg
402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1300
850-488-0665
picjens.joe@leg.state.fl.us
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