
Too long on death row
The many years that pass

before a death row inmate is
executed frustrate everyone -
families of victims, taxpayers
who fund the million or so
dollars required to house
them  for decades, and legal
professionals who must re-
peatedly reinforce the reason
the criminals are there in the
first place. De la Rionda says
this is to ensure the defen-
dant got a fair trial, that every
detail was covered and the
defense has had an opportu-

nity to evaluate all the evi-
dence presented by the state.

“The defendant gets an ap-
peal that automatically goes
to the Supreme Court (that
usually takes about one and a
half to two years), and after
that, a new defense attorney
is appointed to challenge the
ruling. This will usually take
another two or three years,
after which they try to appeal
it up to a federal court. But
there is no reason why it
takes so long for the death

penalty to be imposed.”
Laureen Edwards, late

wife of Bob Edwards (who
coordinates delivery of the
Victims’ Advocate on the
Southside), was shot and
killed in 1984 when her lin-
gerie store on Beach Blvd.
was robbed. Her murderer
had just killed his girl friend
in Texas and had raped
women throughout the coun-
try. He pled guilty to first-de-
gree murder and was sen-
tenced to death. Even though

he did not fight to stay alive,
he was not executed until
1990.

De la Rionda says, “Oppo-
nents of the death penalty ar-
gue that it is cruel and unjust
punishment, but as I see it -
and I’m a firm believer in the
death penalty - the bottom
line is the person needs to be
held accountable. Let’s say
that we didn’t have a death
penalty and criminals are
sentenced to life in prison,
some would argue THAT is

cruel and unfair. So they
would never stop. 

“If you didn’t have the
death penalty it would
cheapen life. You get people
who plead for life because the
death penalty is a possibility,
so if you didn’t have the
death penalty, the maximum
a person could get would be
life.  So for many criminals,
life imprisonment would
work out to be 30 years, 20
years; they wouldn’t get as
much time as they should.”
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Religion and the death penalty
University of Texas Pro-

fessor J. Budziszewski, writ-
ing about religion and the
death penalty, stated, “The
normal reason for upholding
capital punishment is rever-
ence for life itself. Indeed,
this is the reason why scrip-
ture and Christian tradition
have upheld it, a fact which
suggests that the abolition of
the death penalty, not its re-
tention, threatens to cheapen
life.”

A Clark County (Ind.)
prosecuting attorney writes
that, “...some defendants
have earned the ultimate
punishment our society has
to offer by committing mur-
der with aggravating circum-
stances present. I believe life

is sacred. It cheapens the life
of an innocent murder victim
to say that society has no
right to keep the murderer
from ever killing again. Soci-
ety has not only the right, but
the duty to act in self defense
to protect the innocent.”

Arguing against capital
punishment, some cite the
biblical commandment
“Thou shall not kill,” but the
original Hebrew meaning of
the word “kill” is “premedi-
tated murder, to assassinate.”
God also says, “Whatsoever
a man sows, that shall he also
reap.” If a murderer chooses,
without conscience or regard
for the consequence, to bru-
tally take the life of another,
he forfeits his right to live.

Death penalty reserved for certain crimes

Debate continues about
whether the death penalty
is just punishment for cer-
tain crimes. News stories
often detail the countdown
to executions, condemning
capital punishment as be-
ing cruel or inhumane. But
where are the stories re-
garding the ripple effects of
the heinous crimes for
which these murderers are
being executed? Who is
counting the victims? Why
do we hear so much about
the killers and so litt le
about the victims and their
loved ones who are left be-
hind to pick up the pieces?

Taking the life of another
human being is the worst
criminal act of all, and if it
is  premeditated, violent
and merciless,  the death
penalty is not excessive
punishment.  Assistant
State Attorney (4th Judicial
Circuit) Bernie de la Rionda
says,  “When people ask
why the death penalty is
appropriate, I harken back
to the times of the Bible, to
the beginning of mankind. 

“There always has been
good and evil. Part of mak-
ing sure evil does not pros-
per is to make sure the per-
son who commits a

heinous, atrocious crime is
held fully accountable, and
the only way society can
express that is by imposing
the ultimate penalty, which
is death.”

De la Rionda, who is re-
sponsible for more murder-
ers being on death row than
any other prosecutor in the
state,  explained, “The
death penalty is reserved
for only certain types of
murders. It’s not automat-
ic; it’s reserved for people
who commit egregious
murders, usually cold, cal-
culated, premeditated and
cruel where the victim suf-

fers, and it also factors in
the defendant’s prior inter-
action with the criminal
justice system.

“When an individual
commits such a violent
crime, or a crime involving
a felony murder where he
is raping somebody, com-

mitting an armed robbery,
kidnapping someone or
burglarizing a place and
then killing a person, there
has to be a greater punish-
ment than for the usual
murders and that’s why the
death penalty is appropri-
ate.”

Bernie de la Rionda’s latest successful murder prosecu-
tion was Randall Deviney who was 18 when he slit the throat
of a 65-year-old disabled woman and brutally beat her to
death in 2008 because she brought up his criminal past. De-
lores Futrell had been his baby sitter when he was young. Af-
ter finding Deviney guilty of first-degree murder in Febru-
ary, the jury voted 10-2 that he receive the death penalty.
Judge Mallory Cooper will formally sentence him in April.
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