
bench. In November 2002, two judges will be up for a
retention vote: Judge Charlie Wells and Judge Harry
Anstead. These two judges will either be removed from the
bench or kept for another six years after the vote in November
2002. 

Frivolous Lawsuits
The litigation machine in the State of Florida has spun out of

control. Average citizens and small business owners find
themselves under an avalanche of lawsuits that threaten their
livelihood and the economic security of their family. As a result of
expensive, time-consuming litigation, honest employers face far
too many frivolous and expensive lawsuits. These lawsuits drive up

the costs of the products people buy and consume time that would
be better spent creating new jobs, making capital investments and
helping expand the tax base.

Some examples of recent verdicts from Florida
Courts that defy the meaning of fairness

Rental car companies now have a “duty-to-warn” drivers about
the condition of neighborhoods in other cities around the state –
in other words, they are liable when rental car drivers get lost.
Recently, a couple rented a car in Orlando and drove to Miami.
They got lost in a bad area of town and were mugged. The couple
sued the rental car company saying the Orlando company had a
duty to warn the couple of bad neighborhoods in Miami. The
couple won the lawsuit.

A gentleman at a pay phone in front of a restaurant got into a
confrontation with a man in a car that had just pulled up. The man
in the car pulled out a gun and shot the gentleman at the pay
phone. The man at the pay phone sued the restaurant owner and
won a verdict against the restaurant even though the only fault of
the restaurant was to have a pay phone in front of the store. 

As a result of Florida Supreme Court reasoning, no criminals are
allowed on the jury forum that assigns blame. At the conclusion of
any trial by jury, the jury is given a ballot form that asks which
people are guilty and what percentage of blame they should
receive. The Florida Supreme Court ruled that any intentional
perpetrator (someone who meant to commit a crime) cannot
receive a percentage of blame. Their reasoning: perpetrators often
have no money and the victim is entitled to some compensation.
This often leaves a business owner or someone else with money
as the responsible party. On the flip side of this reasoning, an
unintentional perpetrator can be given a percentage of the blame.
Therefore, if someone meant to shoot a victim – that shooter could
not be held accountable, but if they accidentally shot a victim—the
shooter could be held accountable.

The “Follow the Law” Initiative will spend the next 11 months
traveling the state and educating the public about the Florida
Supreme Court and lawsuit abuse in our courts. The goal is to
travel to at least 10 cities around Florida to give speeches and raise
awareness about problems that have developed in our legal
system. More information will soon be available at the “Follow the
Law” website. A link to the website will appear on the Justice
Coalition website (www.justicecoalition.org).
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The Faith Community holds the key to true Restorative Justice for all mankind. There are many
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Justice Shaw,
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Justice Quince.
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