
4 • FEBRUARY 2002 The Justice Coalition’s Victims’ Advocate

In a recent criminal case in
Miami, the defendant was the
mother of the child victim.
She was charged with
pouring gasoline over her
daughter, who was 15 at the
time, and setting her on fire.
The child suffered burns over
23% of her body, including
her face, neck, both
forearms, chest, and left
thigh. The child was in a

coma for six weeks. She lost
the use of one of her hands,
and was severely disfigured.

The defendant, her mother,
was charged with attempted
first degree murder, arson
causing personal injury, and
aggravated child abuse.

At the time of the criminal
case, the child was 17 years
old, living in a foster home,
and under psychiatric care.
The child was tested for a full
scale IQ of 73. Generally the
recognized level for mental
retardation is a range of 55 -
69. The child’s cognitive,
intellectual, and emotional
age was in the range of a 10
or 11 year old.

The State and the child’s
Guardian Ad Litem asked the
court to allow the child to

testify at her mother’s trial by
closed-circuit television. Her
mother objected to this
procedure, requesting the
child testify before her in
person.

The State’s expert testified,
although the child was not
mentally retarded, her
intellectual verbal capacity
fell within the mental
retardation range and the
child functioned at a level of
11 or 12 years of age. The
testimony established that
should the child be required
to testify in the presence of
her mother in open court,
she would suffer tremendous
emotional harm.

The Trial Court denied the
State’s request, finding that
the child did not qualify
under the closed circuit
testimony statute because she
was not under age 16 and did
not suffer from mental
retardation. In its order, the
Trial Court declared itself to
be “legally precluded” and
left with no choice but to
deny the requested relief.

The court’s denial of this
request was appealed to the
Third District Court of
Appeal. The Appellate Court,
in its opinion, stated the trial
court was under a
misapprehension of the law.
Declaring the closed circuit
testimony statute does not
provide the only means by
which a Trial Court may
exercise its inherent authority
and discretion to protect a
child witness, the Appellate
Court ruled such a motion
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Missing Person

Age: 53
Height: 5’6”
Weight: 150

Missing since: December 14, 2000, from Callahan, Florida.

$20,000 REWARD
...has been posted for information 

that leads to the arrest and 
conviction of person(s) 

responsible for this crime.

Jackie Markham

Nassau county sheriffs officE
225-0331

You may remain anonymous.

Eyes: Brown
Hair:
Blondish/Brown
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TUNE IN! CALL IN!
THE JUSTICE COALITION ON THE RADIO

8:00 A.M. DAILY • 1320AM WJGR
CALL 904-645-7511

ARLINGTON
*2837 Townsend Blvd • 744-3402
*13560 Atlantic Blvd • 221-5778

BAYMEADOWS
*8379 Baymeadows Rd • 731-3989

BEACHES
1067 Atlantic Blvd • 249-6927
*1672 South 3rd St • 241-5011

FLEMING ISLAND
1585-B Island Lane • 215-4611

LAKE CITY
4100 Hwy 90 West • 755-4400

MACCLENNY
1445 S. Sixth St • 259-8899

MANDARIN
*9699 San Jose Blvd • 268-8084
*11620 San Jose Blvd • 260-6060
*11099 Old St. Augustine Rd • 260-1413
*5295 Sunbeam Rd • 733-7670

MIDDLEBURG
2692 S.R. 21 • 282-1060

NORTHSIDE
1030 N Edgewood • 693-9100
7313 Lem Turner • 764-6910
*1441 Dunn Ave • 757-7168

ORANGE PARK
634 Blanding Blvd • 272-1271
*132 Blanding Blvd • 272-4676

*1548 Park Ave • 278-8544
REGENCY

*10430 Atlantic Blvd • 642-7720
SOUTHSIDE

3212 University Blvd. S. • 721-7069
6135 St. Augustine Rd. • 733-8170

WESTSIDE
*4821 Blanding Blvd • 772-1701

8165 W 103rd St • 777-5820

SIGNATURE SERVICETM

OIL CHANGE
$1999

Regularly $27.99. Plus tax and envi-
ronmental fee. At participating loca-
tions listed. Most vehicles. Up to 5 qts.
Not valid with other oil change offers.
Cash value 1/100th of one cent.
Coupon must be present at time of
service.

Expires: 2/30/02   CODE: VA19

Great Career Opportunities—1-800-598-9850 ext. 787

Open Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM & Sat 8AM-5PM • *Open Sunday
No appointment necessary. • Visit any one of these South Lubes, Inc., Jiffy Lube stores.  

Wednesday is
Ladies Day . . .
$5.00 off!
No coupon neccessary

We care
about more
than just 
your car.

Proud to support the Justice Coalition


