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The highest court in Florida is the Supreme
Court, which is composed of seven Justices.
At least five Justices must participate in every
case and at least four must agree for a
decision to be reached. The Court’s official
headquarters is the Supreme Court Building in
Tallahassee. 

To be eligible for the office of Justice, a
person must be a qualified elector who
resides in Florida and must have been
admitted to the practice of law in Florida for
the preceding 10 years. 

For most of Florida’s history, all judges
were chosen by direct election of the people.
The only exception was when a vacancy
occurred on a court between elections. In that
case, the Governor appointed a replacement
to serve until the next election was held. 

This election of Judges led to many
problems. Judges had to raise campaign
money, which often was donated by the same
attorneys who practiced before the Court. By
the mid-1970s, the problem became even
more serious after several Florida Judges were
charged with violations of ethics. 

In 1971, Governor Reubin Askew took the
first step toward reforming the system. That
year he instituted a system called “merit
selection.” Under this system, the Governor
referred a Court vacancy to an impartial panel,
which suggested names of possible
appointees. The Governor then selected a
name from the list. In 1974, Justice Ben F.
Overton became the first Supreme Court
Justice chosen by this method. 

Leaders knew, however, a more complete
change was still needed, because judges still
faced periodic elections after appointment.
The effort to do this was spearheaded by
Governor Reubin Askew, Chief Justice
Overton, and State Rep. Sandy D’Alemberte
(now President of Florida State University),
among others. 

As a result, Florida voters amended the
Constitution in 1976 to create a “merit
retention” system for Florida’s Appellate
Judges. This system was meant to eliminate
the many problems caused by judges running
for office in an election. 

When there is a vacancy on the Court
today, this system means the Governor
chooses the next Justice from a list of three
qualified persons recommended by the
Judicial Nominating Commission. When
Justices’ terms expire, their names will appear
on the general election ballot for a merit
retention vote, if they wish to remain in office. 

Under this system, the voters have
eliminated contested elections in which
Appellate Justices and judges campaign
against other candidates. Instead, the question
on the ballot is: “Shall Justice _____ be
retained in office?” 

If a majority of the votes cast are not in
favor of retaining the incumbent Justice, the
Governor appoints another person to fill the
vacancy. This person is chosen from a list of
individuals whose applications have been
reviewed and who have been found qualified
by the Judicial Nominating Commission. 
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Race: White
Sex: Male
DOB: 9/15/80
Ht.: 6’ 0”
Wt.: 140

Violation:
Grand Theft
Auto — FTA

WILLIAM CARY
SCHEIDER

Race: Black
Sex: Female
DOB: 11/6/70
Ht.: 5’ 5”
Wt.: 225

Violation:
FTA — Poss of
Cocaine

VERNELL
RAGGIN

Race: Black
Sex: Female
DOB: 2/26/82
Ht.: 5’ 4”
Wt.: 124

Violation:
FTA — Uttering

GLADYS
IVETTE SAIZ

Race: Black
Sex: Male
DOB: 4/8/80
Ht.: 6’ 2”
Wt.: 265

Violation:
VOP — Grand
Theft Auto

ARTADON
JONA RASH

Offenders Beware!
The Justice Coalition wants you!

Do you have the power
to protect her?

* Price Covers Basic Installation. Prices May Vary By Market. Does Not Include Telephone Jack Installation. One-Time Activation Fee of $25 is Required. Some Insur-
ance Companies Offer Discounts On Homeowners Insurance. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement Required At $26.99 Per Month ($25.99 with a Credit Card). Offer Applies
to Homeowners Only. Additional $250 Charge Applies to Non-Homeowners. System To Remain Property Of ADT. Local Permit Fees May Be Required. Satisfactory Cred-
it History Required. Certain Restrictions May Apply. Offer Valid For New Customers Only. Cannot be Combined With Any Other Offer. License Nos.: FL # EF0000911,
EF0000950, EF0000949, EF0000273, EF0001194, EG0000169, EF0000142, EF0000507. ©2001 ADT Security Services, Inc.

Sign up to pay with your credit card and receive 
a $1.00 discount on your monthly monitoring fee.

.Burglary monitoring

.Fire monitoring

.Carbon monoxide 
monitoring
.Flood monitoring
.Temperature control

monitoring
.Medical emergency

monitoring

Call now for ADT’s high-tech, 
experienced home monitoring.

AlwaysThere.
www.adt.com

Receive up to 20% off your basic homeowners insurance.

Advanced protection starting from

$99 installed.*

1.800.ADT.ASAP

Surety 
Associates, Inc.
Construction Insurance Corp.

2110 Herschel Street
Jacksonville, Florida

32204
(904) 388-5002

Fax (904) 384-9827
Mobile (904) 708-3040


