LOVE — one of life’s greatest blessings
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by Ann Dugger

In February, when we celebrate Valentine’s Day,
our thoughts usually turn to LOVE. Love is a
wonderful thing — makes the world go ‘round,
according to a popular saying. We usually think of
young people, starry-eyed and glowing with
happiness, when we talk about “falling in love,” but
love transcends age and reason and logic.

I don’t know of anything more beautiful than to see
an elderly couple, who have spent their lives together,
exuding serene happiness as they live out their final
years. Or a middle-aged pair, secure in their
relationship with each other, raising their kids to be
productive members of society.

But love encompasses a lot more categories than
these. There’s love we feel for our children. Is there
any emotion more powerful than when we hold a
newborn child in our arms and rejoice in the miracle
of birth?

As we mature, the love we feel for our parents
magnifies when we more fully understand the hard
work and sacrifices they made to nurture us and
provide the necessities of life.

+y [nspirational

ﬁi’aThought

Love is wonderful and
adds a magnificent
dimension to our
daily existence.

We love our friends — truly one of life’s greatest
blessings. What would we do without close friends to
share our problems and joys, to go shopping with
(or hunting and fishing), just to know they're there
when we need them, or to be there for them?

And many of us cherish God’s love — His
unconditional love that sent His Son to die in our place
so that we might have eternal life with Him after
this life is over. We don’t deserve this great love,
His grace, God’s unmerited favor toward man.

Love is wonderful and adds a magnificent
dimension to our daily existence. Then why is there
so much pain and sadness, so much cruelty and
misery? Why do men terrorize their wives and children
with verbal and physical abuse — or even kill them?
Why do wives do the same, or leave their little children
to fend for themselves while they seek a few moments

abides faith, hope and charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

of pleasure?

Why do perverted men prey on little boys or molest
little girls — making their lives worse than miserable?
Why do women, in the guise of love, live with
boyfriends who end up bashing their infants” heads
against the wall because the babies won't stop crying?

Why do people think filling their systems and
numbing their brains with alcohol and drugs are the
answers they are looking for?

Why? Because there is a great void in their hearts.
True love does not exist in this type of behavior. Only
true love can fill the void — God’s love.

This Valentine’s Day be especially grateful for the
loved ones in your life. Don’t take them for granted;
let them know you care.

No one falls in love by choice;

«CHANCE

No one stays in love by chance;
- WORK

And no one falls out of love by chance;

«CHOICE

Charity (love) suffers long and is kind; charity envies not, vaunts (boasts) not itself, is not puffed up,
does not behave itself unseemly, seeks not her own, is not easily provoked, thinks no evil; rejoices not in iniquity,

but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things....and now

— I Corinthians 13:4-7, 13

Faith Corner

The Faith Community holds the key to true Restorative Justice for all mankind. Many churches and businesses support this concept.
The Justice Coalition wishes to thank the following for their support in our quest for this goal of compassion and understanding:

JEFF CRABTREE
President

Master Plumber & Contractor
State Cert. # CFC032618

P.O. Box 7076
Jacksonville, FL 32238

(904) 384-4604
Fax (904) 389-4145

COMMERCIAL = IWMDUSTRAL « EC 000062

Lighthouse Electrical Confractors, Inc.
Lugtarg Torar- E‘J‘n}r

2345 Uioan Al

Joaoksorwlbe, FL 32210

AT -0 B

Far (L] IE4-0007

I 50 _ Bt TR DT

RICHARD L CRAVES
Pressictery

General Contractor State Cortified

CGE M5338

Pktlinms & Bowe Co.

S8 HIGHWAY ANVE.

ACESTHILLE, FLOAKS 32356

Office:
INT-2333

JAT-1414 BOB WILLIAMS

H =

=4
=

t"l.:m.lclnp-:'-r:lr'!.' Business Services
Rootl Lo Addames
(Oe0d)p 3BT-1128

Fax (904 ) 18R-5708
soofl @ chsjan. com

4070 Herschie]l Swite 3
Jacksonville, FL 32210
warw chsjax.com

« #11N Perpion ! Betrement Pan Aol Clarr
= Tax Crramred Sresefee & R4

= Emtrtw Manring B Dol Faesding

= Poraeinal R armare Fimns & Lha aomrcs
1 Long Term Carg = Markgege Profechan

Larry Marscheck, CIr, RFG
Frywn &1 draes0t B FETIRERERT R eE TRl

The Matscheck Group

. Oow 5084 & Jacksenwille, FL 32247
MM} 807 2086+ Emdil; LarmgSDE@yahoo.cam

Store Hours
Mon-Sat: 10:00-5:30
Closed Tuesday
Sunday: 1:00-5:30

Circle K Furniture, Inc.
59,000 SauARE FEET

FURNITURE AND HOME ACCESSORIES
ON JoNES Rbp. 1 BLock NORTH OF BEAVER

(904) 781-1079 239 #4 JoNEs RoAD

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32220

of Jacksonville

Proudly supports
the Justice Coalition
and the Vietims Advocate

Pastor Stoval Weems — www.celebration.ory
(904) 1371-1121

EVANGEL TEMPLE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Services:
Sunday 8:25 a.m. ® 10:45 a.m. ® 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday - 7:30 p.m.

www.jesuslovesyou.org  email: evangeljax@comcast.net
5755 Ramona Blvd. (One Block East of Lane Ave. & I-10)

(904) 781-9393

Wayne M. Ellis

ATTONEY AT LAW

GREEN HARRIS ELLIS

222 EAST FORSYTH STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202

PH 904-354-6465 Fax 904-350-1967

If your business or church would like to appear in this section, please contact us at 783-6312.
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