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beatings that do not result in permanent
disability or permanent disfigurement.”  The
court concluded that the extent of the student’s
injuries was nothing more than “significant
bruises or welts” and that there was no
corresponding mental injury sustained by the
child. Accordingly, the spanking did not
constitute felony child abuse as a matter of
law. However, the court also declared that this
particular type of corporal punishment may
indeed constitute the misdemeanor crime of

contributing to the dependency of a child.
This case was decided on December 10,

2004 and the name of the case is King v. State.  It
can be found in legal publications at 29 Florida
Law Weekly, D 2768.  

— Jay Howell, a Jacksonville attorney in the law office of Ander-
son and Howell, has been a State Prosecutor, a US Senate Inves-

tigator and the founder of the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children. He represents crime victims in civil claims for

damages and advocates for the legal rights of all victims.

Corporal punishment 
from page 12

…to Connie Heffern, 
a compassionate lady who generously shares her

time and resources with those who need a lift. She
bought Christmas gifts for victimized children and
recently provided various household supplies for
families with needs. She solicited many lovely items

for the silent auction at the Justice
Jamboree last November. 

The Justice Coalition
could not function

without the support of
faithful friends such as

Connie – who also lends her
talents to many other charitable

causes in our community.
Hats off to this great lady

with a marvelous sense of
humor, a big hat and a
REALLY big heart.

You are invited to a

Haircut-a-thon
Fundraiser for Jewels Rogers*

Sunday, February 13
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

American Academy of Cosmetology
1330 Blanding (corner of Knight Boxx Rd.)

Haircuts $10 – every dime goes to Jewels

Activities for everyone: clowns, face painting, 
50/50 drawing, raffles for nice prizes

Everyone who gets a haircut will receive a rose

*Jewels Rogers was only 19 years old when in 1998 her little truck was hit by 
a drunk driver fleeing from the police, going more than 100 miles per hour. 

She suffered multiple broken bones, internal injuries and a severe brain injury.

Proudly Sponsored by:
Elkins Constructors, Inc.

Connie
Heffern


