
As I sat listening to the trial
of the three young men
accused of murdering little
Dreshawna Davis, I couldn’t
help but think of other children
in whose cases I’ve been
personally involved, whose
lives have been endangered or
taken.

Children - our most
precious treasures - being
killed by lawless, selfish
individuals intent on their own
evil plots, or snatched from the
safety of their homes by yet-
unnamed individuals, or
infants being shaken in
frustration until their fragile
little brains are too battered
to continue functioning.

It’s more than we can
handle sometimes, yet what
about the loving parents or
other loved ones who suffer
these great losses? How do
they manage to survive? 

During the past three years
I’ve spent a lot of time with the
grandmother of Dreshawna.
I’ve seen her weep in anguish
and struggle to cope with the
murder and other family
issues, one of which was her
son being the mitigating factor
in the shooting that left her

beloved granddaughter dead.
The conviction (and eventual
sentencing) of the brothers who
killed her will only, in part,
bring some relief.

Several days ago, when the
news media announced the
disappearance of Takisha
Jackson on the Westside, I went
to the Jackson home to see if
the Justice Coalition could be
of assistance. As JSO officers
and bloodhounds combed the
neighborhood and aerial units
and dive teams were called in
to join the search, I stayed with
the family to offer reassurance
and help keep the younger
children’s attention diverted.
What happened to Somer
Thompson just a few months
ago had to be uppermost in the
parents’ minds. 

Thankfully, by God’s mercy,
a neighbor found the little 9-
year-old girl hiding in bushes
in their back yard, and she was
safely returned, hungry and
cold, to her home. She
apparently ran away after
being disciplined. 

Referring back to Somer
Thompson, I still grieve over
her terrible death, so I can only
imagine how her mother feels.
We all continue to ask
ourselves and each other,
“How could she have been
grabbed and removed so

quickly from sight?” We are all
hopeful this case will be solved
in the very near future - but
even that won’t begin to allay
the pain of her loss.

This month will be a year
since Haleigh Cummings
disappeared from her home
near Palatka and, despite
unceasing efforts by several
law enforcement agencies,
there is still no indication of
what happened to her and
whether or not she is still alive.
The news media report the
ongoing saga of her family’s
legal issues, so we are fervently
praying that someone will soon
tell what they know about the
beautiful little girl’s
whereabouts and this case can
be solved.

Meanwhile, as I frequently
do in this column, I urge you
to be increasingly vigilant
about your children. Be aware
of every aspect of their lives,
what they do when they aren’t
with you, where they go, who
their friends are, and pray
unceasingly for their safety.
Keep them in church, be a
strong, positive example for
them, and love them with all
your heart. 

On another note, I want to
remind you that on the 18th of
this month we will host our 8th
annual TOGETHER WE CAN

BREAKFAST/CAMPAIGN,
and we urge you to continue
your support that enables the
Justice Coalition to keep
working with innocent victims
of violent crime. This special
event brings together sheriffs
in Northeast Florida, many
elected officials, judges,
ministers and businesses - all
of whom share a common

goal: to make the First Coast a
safer place to live. The
speakers will give you a better
understanding of how victims
are affected by the crimes that
devastate their families - and
how they cope with life in
the aftermath of tragedy. We
look forward to seeing you
there.

God bless you all. 
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The Faith Community holds the key to true Restorative Justice for all mankind. Many
churches and businesses support this concept. The Justice Coalition wishes to thank the
following for their support in our quest for this goal of compassion and understanding:
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“...not having my own righteousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith.”  (Philippians 3:9)

Benefits the Word of God says righteousness will bring: 
• The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree. Psalm. 92:12 
• For the eyes of the LORD are over the righteous, and His

ears are open unto their prayers. 1 Peter. 3:12
• The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth

them out of all their troubles. Psalm. 34:17
• I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not

seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.
Psalm. 37:25

• The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein
forever. Psalm. 37:29 

• The LORD loveth the righteous. Psalm 146:8
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