In Memory of the Fallen

By: The Reverend James P. Crosby
Jacksonville Sheriff’'s Office
Police Chaplain

Thursday, May 2, 2002, in Jacksonville, a
memorial service was held in the chapel at the
Police Memorial Building to honor the 58 officers
who had given their lives in the line of duty in past
years. After the service, those in attendance
proceeded outside to the front of the police
building to hear a reading of the names of the _
officers. An Air Unit fly over, taps and a 21 gun — -
salute were given in their memory. (above) JSO Officers stand for

In Tallahasse, Florida, on Sunday evening, May the pledge of allegiance.
5th, a Candlelight Vigil was held for the families,
friends and all law enforcement personnel to
remember those officers who had died in the line : I:F..
of duty in the State of Florida. On Monday, May _,.r
6th, the Florida State Police Memorial Service was / ke
held between the old and new Capitol Buildings to .??
honor the 13 Law Enforcement Officers who gave r’
their lives in the line of duty in Florida for the year
2001. The Honorable “Jeb” Bush, staff members,
Legislators and many Police Chiefs, Sheriffs and law
enforcement agencies across the state were present
to honor these officers and their loved ones.

On May 15, 2002, in Washington, D.C.; a !
National Police Memorial Service was held  (above) Old Glory waved high
honoring the 210 Law Enforcement Officers who  above the crowd between two
gave their lives in the line of duty and those who  ladder trucks.
had died before them.

These programs have been held each year since
President John F. Kennedy signed Police Memorial
Day into law in the early 1960’s. Yet, this year we
seem more conscious of its presence due to the
September 11, 2001 tragedies in New York and

Washington, DC. Seventy-one officers lost their (above)
lives in the line of duty at the Pentagon and Twin Connie Verville and
Towers. The 210 total for the year 2001 is the mother escorted by
highest number in the United States in 27 years. JSO officer.

The Police Memorial Wall in Jacksonville shows
the names and pictures of the 58 fallen officers. It
is located inside the front entrance of the Police
Memorial Building. The State Police Memorial
Monument is located in Tallahassee, Florida,
between the old and new Capitol Buildings and lists
529 names. The National Police Memorial
Monument is located in Judiciary Square in
Washington, D.C., and lists over 15,000 names.

At times we may be tempted to take our safety
for granted. However, the truth is a high price has
been and is being paid by the men and women of
Law Enforcement. Thus it is, we pause to
remember them and the loved ones they left
behind.

“Well Served Thy Good And Faithful Peace Officer”
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David Gooding and family joins the
Justice Coalition in honoring officers who

have given their lives in the line of duty,. m'
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