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Our monthly recognition for the best of the best
To Protect and Serve

John Whitcomb is honored because he was responsible for
eight felony arrests that cleared seven outstanding cases in one
week last year. On Sept. 7, John was conducting a robbery
investigation when he learned the suspects’ whereabouts from
a citizen. He directed the JSO Air Unit and fellow patrol officers
to the location of the four suspects where the robbers were
arrested and a stolen Glock handgun was recovered from the
scene.

The next day a citizen told John that she had observed a hit-
and-run crash on 103rd Street and had watched the suspects get into a light blue Toyota
Camry and drive away. John stopped the vehicle a few blocks away and arrested the driver
for the hit-and-run, as well as a passenger for possession of cocaine, and seized $617 in cash
and 2.7 grams of crack cocaine. 

Also in September John contacted M. Valarinos at Cross Roads Shopping Center on
Blanding Blvd. to complete a Field Investigation Report (FIR) about an incident. He noticed
Valarinos was wearing a camouflage hat, which is pretty common in Florida.

During the next two days two attempted auto thefts and one actual auto theft were reported
in the Settlers Landing and Pilgrims Trace neighborhoods. As John and Ofc. Michael
McCawley worked the cases, John noted a camouflage hat left behind in one vehicle and
recognized it as belonging to Valarinos – who just happened to live less than two tenths
of a mile from both attempted thefts. The officers went to Valarinos’ home and observed, in
his yard, a blue cooler matching the description of one missing from the stolen truck that
had been recovered. The officers questioned Valarinos, who promptly confessed to the three
crimes and was arrested. 

And finally, on Sept. 15, John arrested a suspect wanted for burglary and dealing in stolen
property. When he went to the suspect’s home, the man fled, but John established a perimeter
and arrested the suspect in a nearby lot.

Sheriff Rutherford commended John’s excellent police work: “I am proud of your relentless
pursuit of criminals. Congratulations on winning the Police Officer of the Month award.”

Brian Nielson is honored as Corrections Officer of the Month
because he always goes the extra mile – every day, all day. Last
September Brian saw a news story about a transient that was
found dead earlier that month. JSO was reportedly asking
the public to help identify the deceased person and locate next
of kin. 

When Brian recognized the man as someone recently released
from the PTDF, he used the Correctional Management
Informational Database (CMIS) and JSO’s Photo Imaging

Capture System (JPICS) to identify the man and locate his next of kin. Because of Brian’s
investigative ability and willingness to pursue this case to its conclusion, the family was
notified and some closure was brought to this sad case. 

Director Bass wrote a letter of recommendation to Chief of Jails Tara Wiles stating, “I want
to extend my sincere appreciation for Officer Nielson’s exemplary contribution to this
investigation, showing once again the value-added contribution of the Department of
Corrections to the field of law enforcement. Thanks for a job well done.” 

Sheriff Rutherford added his appreciation for Brian’s compassion, noting he is a “man of
principle and your actions demonstrate that you truly care about others. Congratulations.”

Corrections Officer of the Month 
BRIAN A. NIELSON 

Any JSO employee who demonstrates one of the Six Pillars
of Character (Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness,
Caring or Citizenship) is eligible for the Six Pillars Award,
given in partnership with Character Counts! in Jacksonville.

Scott McNeil believes that Halloween provides the perfect
opportunity for police officers to reach out to children and their
families who live in some of Jacksonville’s high crime areas. He

enjoys building relationships with people, so for the last five years Scott has distributed
Halloween candy to children in several Zone 5 apartment communities. 

Scott will retire this summer, and his colleagues wanted to make sure this tradition
continues after he is gone, so last Halloween other police officers worked with him to distribute
candy and meet the residents of these apartment communities. Kristina Meade, a civilian,
also assisted the project by getting local business to donate enough candy to fill 1500
candy bags. By the end of the evening, Scott and 28 other officers distributed the candy bags
to children living in Washington Heights, Hilltop, Cleveland Arms and Shenandoah
Apartments.

Sheriff Rutherford reiterated the importance of having good working relationships with
the law-abiding people JSO protects and serves. “Scott’s Halloween event is exactly what
I am talking about. He is building relationships with children and he wants them to know
that a police officer’s visit to their home can be a positive thing. I want to commend you
for demonstrating Caring and Citizenship, two of the Six Pillars of Character.
Congratulations.”

Six Pillars of Character Award
OFFICER SCOTT J. McNEIL

David Albert, who works in Human Resources, manages the
Tuition Reimbursement program for more than 120 JSO
employees who have returned to school for the 2008 spring
semester. He goes out of his way to guide students through the
process so they are registered correctly. Because of the long
distance learning opportunities the Internet has created, David
is knowledgeable about enrollment and registration processes
of more than twenty institutions of higher learning. 

David also ensures correct City and State incentive pay is
given to employees who have achieved the required education or have taken the
necessary classes to qualify for the additional income. This time-consuming task requires
a tremendous attention to detail. His supervisor, Janice Plucknett, says David “always goes
out of his way to assist with not only tuition reimbursement, but other duties that do not fall
under his responsibilities.”

Sheriff Rutherford says, “David has a great reputation in Human Resources and at the
JSO. If you come to him with a problem or question, he will ALWAYS stop what he is
doing and help you. He is a team player who day in and day out demonstrates his dedication
to helping fellow employees achieve their career goals. Congratulations for being named
Civilian of the Month.”

Civilian of the Month

DAVID N. ALBERT 

Sgt. Bourgon is an excellent leader who uses team building
techniques to motivate his DOC officers to perform with
excellence. On March 15, 2006, he was promoted and assigned
to Releasing and Public Reception areas of the PTDF. Since that
time his crew has made NO release errors, nor have there
been ANY complaints from the public concerning his area of
responsibility.  

Recently, Gabriel was given the additional duty of ensuring
that all add-on charges, including warrants and capiases, for

current inmates are carried out. Using the same excellent managerial techniques to get
the job done, from Oct. 1 to Nov. 6, 2007, the DOC served 471 capiases/warrants to individuals
already incarcerated. Of the 471 warrants, almost half of them were served by Gabriel’s crew,
who also processed 53 percent of the total jail releases for the same time period.

Sheriff Rutherford said, “Gabriel, you provide excellent work. It is obvious that those
under your command know their jobs and work hard to deliver results for you and the JSO.
Thank you for all of the work hard that you do. Congratulations on receiving the Corrections
Supervisor of the Month award.”

Corrections Supervisor
SGT. GABRIEL J. BOURGON

Teresa Gilleo has worked tirelessly as a volunteer for JSO for
the last 13 years. She began working as a volunteer with her
husband, Jim Gilleo, in 1995 following his retirement as a
Corrections Sergeant from the JSO Department of Corrections. 

• In the Robbery Unit she assisted with mug shot files. 
• In the Internal Affairs Unit she helped to upgrade the filing

system.
• In the Identification Unit she replaced records that had

returned from court and pulled records of deceased individuals.
• In the Cold Case Unit she helped categorize files on the computer, and currently 
• She and her husband split their volunteer hours between the Community Affairs

Division, assisting Ofc. Greg Grant with the Neighborhood Watch program and 
• Operation Safe Streets where they help Sgt. Bobby Lyle by preparing the thousands

of OSS door hangers that are left at the homes of residents during the OSS “Knock and Talks.” 
Teresa was recently named WTLV’s 2008 12 WHO CARE Community Service award

recipient because for more than 35 years she volunteered with the  American Legion  Auxiliary,
working with Veterans and children, in addition to her work with the  JSO.

Sheriff Rutherford said, “Teresa, you are an amazing woman. You have spent your life
generously giving your time and talents not only to JSO but other organizations, as well.
Many units within JSO function better because of your efforts, and I appreciate all the
time you have given us.”

Volunteer of the Month
TERESA A. GILLEO 

Police Officer of the Month 
JOHN T. WHITCOMB
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Several months ago I wrote an article about enablers and addiction.
The article included the story of my sister Kathleen and her struggles
with addiction. I would like to thank everyone for the positive
response I have received about the article. Apparently it touched the hearts
of many readers. Your phone calls and messages have meant so much to
my family and me. I would like to thank everyone for their kind
words and remind everyone that it was a message of hope. Do not
give up and may God Bless each and every one of you.

–John Hartley
JSO Asst. Chief (Narcotics)

I enjoy reading the Victims’ Advocate and pick up several copies
each month for distribution to others. For the past five years I have mailed
a copy to Sister Dean Elizabeth Traynor, an old friend of my mother who
was a nun in the Chicago area (she died in March at age 98). She in
turn shared it with her entire retirement community, and they prayed for
the various people listed in the paper: families of murder victims, missing
loved ones and individuals who are wanted or have been arrested for
crimes they have committed. Sister Traynor and her friends had a saying,
which I also believe: There, but for the grace of God, go I.

Thank you for the services the Justice Coalition provides to our
community; keep up the good work.

–Lynn Rice
Neptune Beach
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