From
the
.| Director

As you know, one of my
greatest concerns is the safe-
ty of our children in today’s
culture. Last month we ad-
dressed the danger of Cy-
berstalking and “sexting,”
and [ am learning even more
about how the Internet is a
major tool being used to
market children to preda-
tors. Underground enter-
prises driven by greed are
taking human beings and
selling them to the highest
bidder in the multi-billion
dollar industry referred to
as human trafficking.

On September 9, I had the
opportunity to attend a
training seminar hosted by
the NE Florida Human Traf-
ficking Task Force. Repre-
sentatives from various law
enforcement agencies, faith-
based organizations and
other interested, involved
citizens of our community
attended the all-day session
where retired FDLE Special
Agent Floy Turner and Tom
Gillan, certified law enforce-
ment and community train-
er, taught us trafficking
signs to look for. They kept
us spellbound with true sto-

The escalating danger of human trafficking

ries about this global dis-
grace, and no one could es-
cape the feelings of anger
for the traffickers who force
their victims to do such un-
thinkable acts.

Mr. Gillan shared the case
of a 16-year-old all-Ameri-
can high school girl, be-
friended on a social net-
working site by a “17-year
old boy” who characterized
himself as a soccer player
from a neighboring school,
even displaying photos that
depicted him as such. After
building her trust, he asked
her out on a date. She agreed
to have him pick her up out-
side the mall to go to a
movie. When a car the “boy”
had described pulled up
next to her and stopped, she
didn’t give any thought to
its tinted windows that pre-
vented her from seeing the
driver. She opened the door
and jumped in, the doors
were immediately locked,
and this young girl found
herself alone in a car with a
54-year old sexual predator.

Her nightmare had just
begun. He took her to Birm-
ingham, Ala., where for the
next two years he kept her
in a dog kennel and sold her
for sexual services. No
telling how long her captivi-

ty in this hellish life would
have continued if not for a
man working on nearby ca-
ble lines. From his vantage
point he looked down and
saw a naked girl in a dog
kennel behind a house and
immediately called
police. When they
arrived and en-
tered the home,
they found this
girl exactly as
described, as
well as two
more girls, al-
SO naked,
chained to the
basement
walls.

Stories such
as this one are be-
coming more wide-
spread. Human traffick-
ers exploit and demean hu-
man beings for sex or forced
labor while putting them in
a situation where they can-
not leave. Traffickers resort
to a variety of abusive
measures to instill fear and
exert control over their vic-
tims.

Being educated about
trafficking and realizing
that it’s occurring within
our city is one preventive
measure we all can take.
Recognizing the signs of a

person or persons who are
victims can play a major
role in eradicating this
crime. For instance, victims
may live or travel with a
large number of people.
They may have a limited
knowledge about how
to get around the
community, pos-
sess  injuries
from beatings
or weapons,
be malnour-
ished, and
have some-
one else who
insists on in-
terpreting.
Some busi-
nesses may be
the front for traf-
ficking, and some
buildings may be used
as sweatshops. If you see a
building that has bouncers,
guards, and/or guard dogs,
security that appears to
keep people in more than
keep others out, and shop-
ping is allowed only at the

company store, you may be
looking at a sweatshop. Or,
buildings, houses, mobile
homes and/or RVs with
men coming and going fre-
quently can be brothels.
Human trafficking can be
going on where you shop
and even in your own
neighborhood. I urge every-
one in this community to
learn more about human
trafficking and to observe
your surroundings.*

Furthermore, our kids
are at risk, and we need to
be educated so that we can
better protect them against
the wiles of these vultures
who prey on the weakest
and most vulnerable. These
traffickers are masters at
disguises and manipula-
tion. Observe who your
children associate or com-
municate with. Give your
children your attention be-
cause if you don’t, then
someone else will.

*See tips on recognizing
human trafficking, p. 5.
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Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
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reap in mercy; break up your fallow

ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till

He come and rain righteousness upon you.
Hosea 10:12

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption, but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not.

Galatians 6:7-9

Faith Corner

The Faith Community holds the key to true Restorative Justice for all mankind. Many
churches and businesses support this concept. The Justice Coalition wishes to thank the
following for their support in our quest for this goal of compassion and understanding:

Butch Childers
Paul A. Gibbs
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Childers Roofing & Sheetmetal Inc.
Quality Commercial Roofing
10416-196 New Berlin Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32226-2216 696-8550 Office
#CCC044923 696-8551 Fax
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Contemporary Business Services

Scon L. Adams

4070 Herschel Swice 3
Jacksonville, FL 32210

(%) 3BT-1128
Fax (904 1885708

scofl @ chsjax, com warw chjax.com

ToTAL
OFFICE
A\ PRODUCTS

Wayne Malone
Account Executive

Corporate Office

9452 Philips Hwy., Ste 7
Jacksonville, Florida 32256
www.totalop-jax.com

Phone (904) 260-0911
Fax (904) 260-7575
waynem@totalop-jax.com

Reach The Christian Market In
Jacksonville & St. Augustine

Advertise Your Business Todayl1!

Call Ron or Sandra Krnaause
Tha Shm-lurd‘l Galde

904—3??-5?5?
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l urniture JACKSONVILLE

239 JoNES RoAD e JACKSONVILLE, FL 32220
(904) 781-1079 Fax: (904) 781-2357

Store Hours: Mon-Sat: 10:00-6:00
Sunday: 1:00-5:00 e www.circlekfurniture.com

General Contractor State Certified

GGG 015338

Williams & Bowe Co.

S5 HIGHWAY AVE.
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aar-1414 JOHNNY WILLIAMS, OWNER

RADLEY

ND SURVEYORS

5773 Normandy Boulevard, Jacksonville, Florida 32205
Phone: (904) 786-6400 ¢ Fax: (904) 786-1479

djohnson@Ildbradley.net
Land e Topographic ¢ Hydrographic * Precise Geodetic Control
Highway & Global Positioning Systems

EVANGEL TEMPLE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Pastors Cecil and Garry Wiggins

Services: Sunday 8:15 a.m. ® 10:45 a.m. * 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday - 7:30 p.m.

www.evangeltempleag.org ¢ email: evangeltemple @evangeltempleag.org
5755 Ramona Blvd. (One Block East of Lane Ave. & I-10)

(904) 781-9393

Here is a
spot for yo

To place your ad in
the Victims’ Advocate
Call Andrea Cash at
783-6312

If your business or church would like to appear in this section, please contact us at 783-6312.
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