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Services offered by the

• Provide immediate crisis intervention by assessing the victims’ 
needs and implementing an appropriate plan of action.

• Educate victims regarding their rights as a victim of crime and 
criminal justice proceedings.

• Network our resources to provide the victim counseling and/or 
support groups, if needed.

• Accompany victims to court proceedings. This includes pretrial 
hearings, trials, depositions, meetings with prosecutors and 
injunction hearings.

• Act as a liaison between victims and prosecutors, law enforcement 
and the media.

• Assist victims in creating an effective impact statement to the court.
• Assist victims in applying for victims’ compensation.
• Assist victims in publicizing rewards for unsolved murders and 

missing persons.
• Publish a monthly newspaper that prints crime victims’ stories, 

pictures of unsolved murder victims, missing persons, wanted 
criminals and much more.

– Delivering our Victims’ Advocate newspaper
– Court watching
– Clerical assistance
– Research and newspaper writing
– Fundraisers
– Posting flyers for missing persons and unsolved murders
– Special events

Volunteer Opportunities 

What 
We Do

Call Erick Williams at (904) 759-1564 for information about classes.

Now offering on-site
Concealed Weapons Permit

classes.
Call Erick Williams at (904) 759-1564 for information about classes.

PUBLIC WELCOME • NEW SHOWROOM
DISCOUNTS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

4745 San Juan Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32210

(904) 388-7006
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Partners with Justice Coalition
Help Support Christian Radio

Call Todd Knowles at (904) 781-4321
Email: tk@wjbcfm.com

To the Justice Coalition
Staff:

I want to say how
grateful my family and
I are for everyone who
helped us with Ms.
Mable Clyatt’s assault
case earlier this year. In
January, my 85-year old
ex-mother-in-law was
attacked by Jeannie
Simmons, who slit her
throat and left her for
dead. I was told it might
take up to a year for the
case to be resolved, but
thanks to help from the
Justice Coalition and the
State Attorney’s Office,
within six months the
defendant pled guilty
and was sentenced to life
in prison.

Without the great detective work of SAO investigators J. J. Thurne
and John Shepherd and the outstanding way Asst. State Attorney Donna
Thurson prosecuted the defendant, I don’t think the outcome would have
been the same. I couldn’t ask for anyone better than Judge Mallory Cooper
to oversee the trial. When she sentenced Simmons to life for attempted
murder, Judge Cooper told her that, although she didn’t succeed in killing
Ms. Clyatt, she effectively ended her life as it had been.

My family and I want Lorraine Sinclair [JC Victim Advocate] to know
how much we appreciated her kindness to Ms. Clyatt during the trial and
everything she did to help all of us through the entire judicial process.
Never having been through a situation like this before, it meant a lot to
have someone explain what was going on and make sure we were informed.

I also would like to comment on the increase in crimes against our older
citizens, especially vulnerable women. It seems to be a crime of convenience
or opportunity, where the victims know their attackers, and the
criminals kill them because they know they can be identified. The only
thing they are guilty of is being nice and opening the door to someone they
know. Please look out for your older family members or friends, urge them
not to open their doors to anyone who is not supposed to be there at
that time, and be sure to check on them frequently. 

Thanks to the Justice Coalition for all you do to help victims in our
community.

Larry Ward
Owner A1A Fasteners, Ponte Vedra Beach
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Most of us
are aware that
the suspect in
a criminal case
doesn’t have
to talk to thepolice. In fact, there are careful rulesprohibiting law enforcement officials fromcontinuing to interview a suspect after he hasinvoked his Constitutional rights.But, what happens when the defendantmakes incriminating admissions to otherpeople? The courts then must decidewhether the third party is an actual agent ofthe state - such as an incarcerated defendantcell mate who is asked by the police tointerview the targeted suspect - or whetherthe statements made by the defendant aretruly voluntary. In many cases, the accusedtries to exclude any incriminating statementsby maintaining that he did not voluntarilygive the statements in question.Recently, the courts in Seminole Countywere confronted with just such an argument.The defendant was charged with sexualbattery upon his niece, a person less than 12years of age. He was also charged with lewdor lascivious assault committed upon thesame child. The jury found him guilty of asimple battery in regard to the first charge,but guilty as charged with respect to the lewdor lascivious count. He appealed hisconviction to a higher court, arguing that thestatements used against him at the trial werenot voluntarily given.

Here’s what happened in theinvestigation. When the parents of the victimdiscovered what the suspect was doing totheir daughter, they contacted the police.Although the law enforcement authoritiesattempted to question the suspect both herein Florida and in Virginia, where he hadtraveled after the parents discovered hisbehavior, the suspect declined to beinterviewed and referred the authorities tohis lawyer. Eventually the suspect returnedto Florida, at which point the SeminoleCounty Sheriff’s Office suggested to themother of the victim that she confront thesuspect about the allegations while shewas wearing a sound transmission device.She agreed.
The mother went to the suspect’s homeand knocked. When he answered the door,he appeared to be happy to see her andinvited her inside. The suspect and themother of the victim enjoyed a close familyrelationship before the question of hisbehavior with his niece arose. Once inside,the victim’s mother aggressively interrogated

John Rowan MemorialGolf TournamentMarch 30

Longhorn
Steakhouse Golf

Tournament
June 22

By Shirley Shaw

At 85 years old, Mabel Clyatt was doing very well. She livedalone in the comfortable Arlington home that she and her retired-military husband had bought in the early 70s. He died two yearsago, but she still maintained the home, drove anywhere shepleased, did her own banking, shopping and cooking. Last November Ms. Mabel decided to get help withhousecleaning chores, so on the recommendation of a friendshe hired “Jeanie.” Before long, a few items here and there wentmissing, and Ms. Mabel told her she would no longer need herservices. Two or three times after that Jeanie came by asking formoney or to do odd jobs, but Ms. Mabel always told her “no”and never let her in the house.On Jan. 12, Ms. Mabel had gone out to renew her driver’slicense. She returned home and, before leaving again to runmore errands, was eating a bite of breakfast when the doorbellrang. It was Jeanie, wanting to come in, but Ms. Mabel said,“I can’t let you in. You’re a thief, you’ve taken things frommy house and I want you to leave.”When she refused to go, Ms. Mabel said, “If you don’t go,I’ll call the police.” That seemed to infuriate Jeanie, who pushedher way in and grabbed Ms. Mabel around the waist. The smallelderly woman said, “What are you doing? Let me go.” ButJeanie pushed her to the floor and sat on her (she weighed about100 pounds more than Ms. Mabel), then grabbed a nearby vaseand hit her on the head, knocking her unconscious.

After about five hours, Ms. Mabel finally came to and realizedshe was lying in a pool of blood and that her head and throathurt. She didn’t have the strength to get up, so she draggedherself to the bedroom to retrieve the alarm signal sheusually wore around her neck. She had removed it, however,when she left the house earlier and now could not reach it onthe dresser where she had placed it.She tried to call 911, but the telephone wires had been cut,

85-year-old beaten, throat slitVicious assault destroys her independence
by Atty.
Jay C.
Howell

Know
Your
Rights

I’m often asked my opinion on avariety of subjects. Obviously, as a careerlaw enforcement professional, my respectfor the law, and respect for those who aresworn to protect and serve, is part ofthe foundation on which I have builtmy beliefs and my life. 
As your elected Sheriff, I also knowthat I don’t get to pick the issues...theypick me. I draw on my experience andknowledge to make very difficultdecisions every day. I also draw on myfaith, and my belief in the goodness of allcreatures made in His image.That is why I talk about the PIE... theLaw Enforcement PIE. Prevention,Intervention and Enforcement. If wedon’t have all of them, then none of themwill work.

We arrest people who break the law.That’s what we are sworn to do. We workwith the rest of the criminal justice system,especially prosecutors, to make surethat good cases move forward, whileprotecting people’s rights. And whenjuveniles with lengthy criminal historiesthat include violent crimes are re-arrestedfor increasingly violent felonies, I supportprosecuting them as adults.
In this profession we know thatwithout proper guidance andintervention, small crimes and smallmistakes can become big ones. As formerDirector of Corrections I know thatdrug and alcohol addiction and mentalhealth issues are among the mostcompelling reasons why people commitcrime or have interactions with police. That’s why we created the HabitualMisdemeanor Offender law, adopted bythe Legislature and implementedstatewide. It imposes sentencingguidelines for those who re-offend a lot.They are sentenced to enough time wheresuccessful treatment can be obtained, injail or out of jail. It has proven to reduce

recidivism. This is intervention as a resultof proper enforcement.
There is a Duval County Public Schoolin the jail. It works. It helps set people backon the path to productive life whenthey return to the community. This isintervention.

But I want intervention to occurBEFORE someone offends. That isPREVENTION. That is why I am soproud of our Police Athletic League andits many success stories - the youth of thiscommunity who have raised their gradesand FCAT scores, learned sportsmanshipand citizenship, and been mentoredand helped by our staff.
I think it would surprise citizens toknow just how engaged our officers are,day in and day out, with young people.Beyond our Police Athletic League.We know that we play a vital role inhelping to raise a generation of boys andgirls who handle their problems withoutviolence. We are building relationshipsand earning trust. Ask any of our School

The Law Enforcement PIE: Prevention,Intervention and Enforcement

A MOM ON
A WIRE

85-YEAR-OLD VICTIM... CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

MOM ON WIRE... CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

PIE... CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Sheriff 
John
Rutherford

From the
Sheriff’s
Desk

Ms. Mabel Clyatt

Letter to the editor

Correction from August: Melissa Clearman obtained a $2500
Winn-Dixie grant. Many thanks to these wonderful Justice
Coalition supporters.


