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Ensuring rights for the accused
and convicted is an idea deeply in-
grained in the fabric of the Ameri-
can legal system. When the
Framers met to lay out the Consti-
tution 230 years ago, they had fresh
memories of a tyrannical govern-
ment that accused individuals of
crimes they didn’t commit and con-
victed them in unfair trials. Un-
doubtedly, we should be grateful
that we are protected from a gov-
ernment that arbitrarily decides
who is guilty and who is not. This
is a unique principle that separated
the United States from the rest of
the world and we should be proud
of that. 

Still, in a country that tips the
legal system in the favor of the ac-
cused, we should not let the rights
of the victims become overshad-
owed. It should be agreed that the
rights of victims should not take a
backseat to those of individuals
being charged with unimaginably
evil crimes. Yet, in many states enu-
merated rights are not extended to
victims as they are to the accused.
With the passage of Marsy’s Law in
California however, more and more
states are adopting a Victims’ Bill of
Rights, putting victims and their
families on equal footing with the
accused in the criminal justice sys-
tem.

Marsalee (Marsy) Nicholas was
a special person. Not only was she
physically beautiful, she was a

truly caring person with big aspira-
tions. At the age of ten she was a
champion horseback rider and an
award-winning artist. At the age of
17, she entered the University of
California Santa Barbara with the
educational goal of becoming a
special education teacher. This was
a talented young person who
wanted to devote her life  to help-
ing other people. 

Tragically, in 1983, while on
Thanksgiving break during her
senior year of college, Marsy was
murdered by her ex-boyfriend. She
was shot in the head at close range
with a shotgun. When her parents
walked into a grocery store a week
later, they were shocked to run into
their daughter’s accused killer.
They were never notified that he
had been released on bail. 

Unfortunately, these kinds of
encounters are commonplace in
states where there is not a Victims’
Bill of Rights. Without these
amendments families are too often
kept in the dark during the most

vulnerable time in their lives. They
are left to navigate the criminal jus-
tice system with little help or sup-
port. Marsy’s Law for All has
sought to change that by amending
“state constitutions that don’t offer
protections to crime victims and,
eventually, the U.S. Constitution to
give victims of crime rights equal to
those already afforded to the ac-
cused and convicted.”

Since 2008, with the passage of
Marsy’s Law in California, victims’
rights ballot initiatives have sprung
up across the country. It has
changed how the criminal justice
system protects victims in Califor-
nia, Illinois, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Montana and Ohio.
Marsy’s Law says that “victims of
violent crime in these states must
by law be treated with respect and
dignity by the criminal justice sys-
tem. Courts must consider the
safety of victims and families when
setting bail and release conditions.
Family members have legal stand-
ing in bail hearings, pleas, sentenc-
ing, and parole hearings.” These
changes allow victims a more ac-
tive role at every stage of a criminal
trial.

Campaign efforts to pass
Marsy’s Law in Florida are under-
way. Greg Ungru, Florida State Di-
rector for Mary’s Law, says that,
“we are committed to working
with the Florida Constitution Revi-
sion Commission members, legisla-
tors, law enforcement, advocates

We are all familiar with the ar-
rest and booking photographs that
have increasingly appeared on so-
cial media.  These so-called
“mugshots” are obtained from the
law enforcement agency that has ar-
rested and booked the suspect.

These photographs are usually classified as a part of
the public record.  They have been available to various
news and commercial entities through a request under
the Freedom of Information Act or through a simple
public records request.  In Florida these records are
subject to public disclosure unless the law specifically

exempts them.
This new law addresses a relatively new type of

commercial business that has sprung up as a result of
social media.  So called “Mugshot Companies” oper-
ate commercial websites that repost or “republish” ar-
rest and booking photographs and charge a fee to
remove the photos from their websites. Photos posted
on one website may be reposted on other websites,
causing continuing harm to the reputation of the indi-
vidual in question.  Some credit card companies have
cut ties with these types of websites and some internet
providers have begun lessening the web profiles and
access to the sites.  In recent years, some Florida Sher-
iff’s Offices have stopped posting the photos on their

By Jay Howell

By Ray Tuenge, Jr.

Join Us in Supporting
Marsy’s Law

Expanding Victims’ Rights:
Marsy’s Law in Florida

OVER 3,000
FUGITIVES
CAPTURED

Mugshots

Marsy’s Law was named
after Marsalee (Marsy)
Nicholas, a beautiful, vibrant
University of California Santa
Barbara student, who was
stalked and killed by her ex-

boyfriend in 1983. Only a week after Marsy was
murdered, Dr. Nicholas and Marsy’s mother, Mrs.
Marcella Leach, walked into a grocery store after
visiting her daughter’s grave and was confronted
by the accused murderer. She had no idea that he
had been released on bail.

Mrs. Leach’s story is typical of the pain and suf-
fering the family members of murder victims have
endured. She was not informed because the courts
and law enforcement, though well meaning, had
no obligation to keep her informed. While crimi-
nals have more than 20 individuals rights spelled
out in the U.S. Constitution, the surviving family
members of murder victims have none.

My life changed forever on March 23, 2017. An-
other convicted felon broke into my home and
murdered my beautiful wife of 41 years. Our five
children and I have agonized over the past ten
months, kept mostly in the dark and navigating
numerous, brief hearings – all while grieving for
the tragic loss of life. We’re doing everything we
can to speak up for my bride during the criminal
justice process, because her voice was taken from
her and from us. Things would be much easier if
crime victims and their families had enumerated
protections in the Florida Constitution. That’s why
we need Marsy’s Law.

Nine months and counting and the nightmare
continues. Nine court hearings and we have deter-
mined the murderer’s competence and therefore
must stand trial. There is a constant lack of infor-
mation as the legal system is on hold for what
everyone knew was malingering.  Not knowing for
certain what the next step is because until the com-
petency issue is resolved there is no telling what
the defense will be. Unlike criminals, who are re-
quired by law to be informed of their rights, there
is no set procedure for victims or their families. No
guarantee that those involved with the case will
keep us updated with pertinent information, or
that we’ll ever be able to speak at hearings. I had
to sit silently while the court scheduled one of the
useless hearings on Aug 22, which would have
been our 42 anniversary.  I have pleaded with the
Assistant State Attorney to NOT allow the Defense
Counsel to waive the defendant’s appearance at
these hearings.  I never know if he is going to come
out or not.

If the Constitution Revision Commission passes
Marsy’s Law, and Floridians indicate their support
on the 2018 General Election ballot, a permanent
Crime Victims’ Bill of Rights will be added to our
state constitution. The rights of the accused will re-
main in-place and unchanged, but victims will fi-
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JOHNNY WILLIAMS, OWNER

EVANGEL TEMPLE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Services: Sunday 8:15 a.m. • 10:45 a.m. • 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday - 7:30 p.m.

www.evangeltempleag.org  • email: evangeltemple@evangeltempleag.org
5755 Ramona Blvd. (One Block East of Lane Ave. & I-10) 

(904) 781-9393

Pastors Cecil and Garry Wiggins

Inspirational Thought

Because of the LORD’s great love we

are not consumed, for his

compassions never fail. They are new

every morning; great is your

faithfulness.

- Lamentations 3:22-23 NIV
6741 Lloyd Road • Jacksonville, Florida 32254

904-786-1120

J.B Coxwell Contracting, Inc. 
joins the Justice Coalition

in helping to make Jacksonville a safer place to live, work, and grow.
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Kevin Floyd
CERTIFIED MATH INSTRUCTOR

Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • PreCalculus • AP Calculus
Calculus I, II, III • Differential Equations • Statistics • ACT • SAT • GRE

Professor FCCJ 6 years
AP Calculus Teacher Douglas Anderson 10 years

Over 20 years experience • North Green Cove Springs off 17

904 655 2301
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Faith Corner
The Faith Community holds the key to true restorative justice for all mankind.
Many churches and businesses support this concept.  The Justice Coalition 

wishes to thank the following for their support:

Tillman Building Services Inc.
Roofing Division

Tillman Building Services Inc.
Roofing Division

Also Commercial & 
Residential Repairs
Also Commercial & 
Residential Repairs

Terry Tillman II
President

904.845.8280
office: 904.527.1362

fax: 904.527.1463
tebo@tillmanroofing.com

Fl. Cert. Roofing Contractor CCC1327969
Fl. Cert. General Contractor CGC1512791

www.tillmanroofing.com

Mugshots – Continued from page 1

own websites, though they still list the name, address and crimi-
nal  charges.

Some states have passed new laws that prohibit public
records being used for commercial purposes.  Apparently, 13
states have enacted legislation designed to prohibit commercial
website operators from posting these mug shot photos on a web-
site. Now, the Florida legislature has also taken on this issue.

A recently enacted statute prohibits any person or entity that
publishes arrest and booking photographs to solicit or accept a
fee to remove the photograph.  Within 10 calendar days of receiv-
ing a written request by the person in the photograph or their
legal representative, the publisher of the photograph must re-
move it from public display.  The person seeking a removal of his
or her “mugshot” must mail, using registered mail, the written
request along with sufficient proof of identification to the regis-
tered agent of the publisher of the photograph.

The new law requires that if the publisher does not remove
the photograph, the person whose mugshot was published or
otherwise disseminated may bring a civil action to have the court
issue an injunction.  The new law also provides that the court may
also impose a civil penalty of $1,000 per day for noncompliance
with the injunction and, in addition, must award reasonable at-
torneys’ fees and court costs related to issuing and enforcing the
injunction.  The monies recovered for the civil penalties are de-
posited into the general revenue fund of the state of Florida.

Under the new law the refusal to remove a mug shot photo-
graph after a written request constitutes what the statute calls
“unfair or deceptive trade practices” and subjects the publisher
to additional penalties under the Florida Deceptive and Unfair
Trade Practices Act. This new law, identified in the records of the
2017 Florida legislature as Senate Bill 118, takes effect July 1, 2018.
It was approved by the Governor on June 16, 2017. The secret
word is freezer.

nally have equal protections. They will have the right to receive
timely notification of major developments in their case, to have
a voice during plea bargains for example rather than being am-
bushed by the information that a plea bargain has been struck.
To be treated with compassion.

The Constitutional Revision Committee will be coming to
UNF in Jacksonville, FL on February 20.  There is nothing I
would like more than to pack that campus with purple shirted
supporters of Marcy’s Law.  I believe these rights are coming.
Floridians primarily vote pro-justice for issues that level the
playing field between victims and those who victimize.

I know Marsy’s Law won’t bring my wife back.  Nothing will
do that.  It would make it easier for us to heal. It will remind us
that we have a voice, and that our voice matters. Please join me
in supporting Marsy’s Law.

Florida’s 2018 Legislative Session is under-
way and already life-saving legislation to curb
the national opioid crisis passed a key House
committee. Last week, HB 21 unanimously
passed the House Health Quality Subcommit-
tee. The bill, sponsored by State Representative
Jim Boyd, aims to stop opioid addiction before
it begins. 

This bill limits the initial prescription pill
amounts for opioid-based painkillers in most
acute pain cases. Limiting the length of time of
an initial opioid prescription decreases the
chances of addiction. 

HB 21 also requires that medical profession-
als check the Prescription Drug Monitoring Pro-
gram database before writing a script for a
powerful painkiller. This step will help prevent

doctor shopping, keeping deadly opioids off
our streets. 

It is still early in the legislative session, but
I am encouraged by the passage of HB 21 this
first week. The companion bill, sponsored by
State Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto, was also
workshopped in a committee meeting last
week. 

I want to personally thank Senator Benac-
quisto and Representative Boyd for sponsoring
this life-saving legislation. I also want to thank
each member of the House Health Quality Sub-
committee for voting unanimously to pass HB
21. 

Working together this Session, we can
strengthen protection for patients and help save
lives in Florida.

Combatting the Opioid Crisis

Marsy’s Law – Continued from page 1



Police Officer of the Month

John T. Whitcomb

John is currently assigned to work patrol in Zone 2 which in-
cludes the Arlington, Fort Caroline and Regency areas of the city.
He is not recognized for one specific incident, but for his exemplary
work during several cases that took place in late summer of this
year. 

On August 11th, a burglary was reported at a residence on Ja-
maica Road. In this particular case the victim reported that some
lawn equipment had been stolen from the property.

John assisted the victim with reaching out to the business where the equipment was
purchased so that they could obtain the serial numbers to aid in the investigation. This in-
formation helped John locate the equipment that was illegally pawned by the suspect.

He immediately responded to the pawn shop and placed holds on the items while ar-
rest warrants were being issued. 

A week later on August 18th, John alerted all JSO officers, detailing the suspect infor-
mation and a description of a vehicle that was possibly used during the crime.

Two days later, while John was off-duty and in his personal vehicle, he observed the
suspect vehicle traveling on Beach Boulevard. John was able to safely keep the vehicle in
his sight while he relayed information to a dispatcher. As a result of his efforts, a traffic stop
was conducted and the suspect was apprehended and confessed to the crime.

Also, this past summer, John was assisting in an investigation involving retail thefts at
a popular department store chain. Ultimately, the information gathered helped John identify
the suspect and link the individual to multiple grand theft cases at several store locations
in Jacksonville. 

On August 21st, John was working an off-duty job when he spotted a vehicle believed
to be used during the crimes. John requested backup and together they conducted a traffic
stop and took the suspect into custody without incident. John’s years of police work helped
him in obtaining a confession from the suspect for multiple theft cases.

In addition, John and his wife discovered that several burglaries to residences had oc-
curred in the community where they live. John did his research and met with one of the vic-
tims to find out more details. John worked with his neighbor to obtain the serial numbers
for some of the stolen items. 

Using the resources available to him, John was able to locate the items at an area pawn
shop. Thanks to John’s assistance, the property was recovered and the suspect was taken
into custody. 

John’s immediate supervisor, Police Sergeant Todd Weeks said, “Officer Whitcomb’s
commitment to the citizens of Jacksonville and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office is unprece-
dented. Whether on or off duty, Officer Whitcomb makes our city and community safer.”

Following the original nomination, John received a Letter of Commendation from his
supervisor highlighting his work in the search for a missing three-year old in mid-October
of this year.
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TO PROTECT And SERVE
Our monthly recognition for the best of the best

ON THE SIDE
OF VICTIMS!

Police Supervisor of the Month

Sergeant Kenneth N. Lamb

Ken is currently assigned to work as a supervisor in the Emer-
gency Preparedness unit. He is recognized for his overall work ethic
and for continuing to exemplify the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Core
Value of “Always Improving.”

Throughout 2017, Ken has been an integral part of several col-
laborative efforts to prepare the City of Jacksonville and JSO for a
number of emergency situations. 

He helped revise policies to reflect the current best practices
used throughout the country in regards to active shooter incident management. 

Ken spent many hours researching, developing and improving lesson plans to be taught
to his supervisors on this crucial topic. The training provided essential tools to supervisors
to aid effective command and control during active shooter situations.

So far, Ken and Sergeant Scott Rammage, who works at the Academy, have taught this
class to about 100 supervisors from JSO, Atlantic Beach, Jacksonville Beach and Neptune
Beach Police Departments.

Throughout late Spring and Summer, Ken travelled to Gainesville for four weeks to at-
tend the Florida Leadership Academy conducted by the Florida Department of Law Enforce-
ment. This course, led by many of the state’s law enforcement leaders, taught him new
supervisory skills that he has applied to his job at JSO. In mid-August Ken graduated from
the class. 

Since making a lateral move to work in the Emergency Preparedness section earlier this
year, Ken has served as the Planning Section Chief in the Incident Command Structure during
several major events including: Hurricane Irma, the 2017 Florida-Georgia game, and  the
Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies conference that JSO hosted two
weeks ago. 

Ken’s former supervisor, Police Lieutenant Paul Restivo said, “Ken is a perfect example
of a Sergeant who never stops learning and is continually trying to improve. He does this not
just to benefit himself, but for the benefit of his subordinates, his Unit, and our agency.”

Corrections Officer of the Month

Ray Sepulveda

Ray is currently assigned to work the public reception area at
the Community Transition Center. He is recognized for his work dur-
ing two incidents that occurred in June and July of this year while
working at the JSO facility.

On June 17th, Ray observed a lone parked car at the intersection
of Church Street and Catherine Street. Ray thought this was suspi-
cious and worked with patrol to see if the car had been stolen. As it
turned out the tag number came back that the vehicle had been re-

ported stolen just three days earlier on June 14th. Due to Officer Sepulveda’s attention to de-
tail, JSO was able to recover the stolen vehicle.

A few weeks later, two civilians entered the lobby area of the JSO facility. Upon entering,
one female went to the Kiosk machine where deposits are made to inmates’ commissary ac-
counts, while the other female went to the restroom. When they were done they exited the
building.

Ray observed that the woman that went into the restroom appeared to be very nervous.
Due to his observations and suspicions, he conducted a search inside the restroom and dis-
covered a brown bag inside the trash can containing items including, but not limited to: to-
bacco, coffee, toothpaste, razors, chocolate and a picture of a female.

Ray immediately notified a supervisor who responded to the scene and aided in the in-
vestigation. He noticed that the picture had a name written on the back of it and conducted
a search of the visitation log from earlier in the month. Ray and the sergeant were able to
identify the woman in the picture and place her on the permanently banned list for all JSO
Corrections facilities. 

Ray’s immediate supervisor, Sergeant Jeffrey Chestnut said, “Officer Sepulveda is some-
one that can be consistently counted on to have an excellent attitude towards his work, his
co-workers and the inmates he comes in contact with on a daily basis.”  He went on to say,
“his calm yet confident demeanor is an invaluable asset to those that work with or around
him. Whenever an issue arises he is capable of handling the problem; if assistance is needed
then he knows what area and personnel to contact.”

Reserve Officer of the Month

Brian Owen

Brian is a Lieutenant with the Orange Park Fire Department and
he also works for Trauma One. When he is not working, he volun-
teers his time to the JSO and this community in a reserve capacity.
He is recognized for his help in aiding an officer after he was shot in
the line of duty earlier this year.

On July 25th, Brian was completing a field training ride with
Zone 4 Patrol Officer Patrick Thach when they responded to the
scene of an officer involved shooting.

When Brian and Officer Thach arrived, Brian quickly went into first aid mode and at-
tempted to stop the bleeding. Brian continued these actions while rescue was en route, and
after rescue arrived on scene.

Brian then rode with Jeremy in the ambulance to an area hospital where he was treated.
He stayed with him until he was handed over to the medical team at the hospital. 

Brian continued to assist at the scene after he left the hospital even though he was re-
leased by an on-scene supervisor. At the end of the day, he had worked an entire patrol shift,
plus an additional three hours as he wanted to help the investigation team with anything
they needed.

Reserve Captain Charlie Wall said, “Officer Owen was quick to respond and never hes-
itated in assisting Officer Mason.” He went on to say, “Officer Owen displayed excellent of-
ficer awareness and medical care as he responded to an officer shot. He is a credit to the City
of Jacksonville and the Jacksonville Sheriff's Office.”

Civilian Employee of the Month

Account Technician Elizabeth Verwey

Elizabeth is an Account Technician assigned to work in the For-
feiture area of the JSO agency. She is tasked with maintaining the fi-
nancial records related to the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Asset
Forfeiture Program and handling the funds resulting from seized
property during criminal investigations that have been negotiated
out of court or awarded to the JSO by the courts.

In addition, she is frequently called upon to provide information
to the public regarding the forfeiture process. Verwey is recognized

for her overall performance and several instances of exemplary service and innovation.
In July of 2016, the Florida Legislature initiated comprehensive changes to the Florida

Contraband Forfeiture Act. This included stringent reporting guidelines for forfeiture action
by local agencies. In February of last year, the exact requirements were provided to local agen-
cies. During this time, Elizabeth was responsible for funds distributed from the Property and
Evidence facility as a result of forfeiture. 

Elizabeth reviewed information provided by the Property and Evidence personnel and
determined what processes needed to be improved to ensure the agency would be in com-
pliance with the new law. She previously worked in this area of the agency, and was able to
provide insight on how to better manage the process and even volunteered to become the
process owner.

Ultimately, Elizabeth’s observations and professionalism resulted in the process being
streamlined while increasing oversight and accountability. JSO complies with all guidelines
set forth by the state and this improvement action was accomplished with no added cost.

Last February, while Elizabeth was following up and doing quality assurance on JSO fil-
ings, she discovered two cases that were nearing the filing dates. She brought these to the at-
tention of a Forfeiture Detective, who completed the required tasks prior to the deadline.
Elizabeth’s actions were beyond the scope of her assignment, and resulted in 2,600 being
turned over to the agency as a result of forfeiture. 

In preparation for a public auction earlier this year, Elizabeth’s supervisors asked her to
assist with developing a management tool for preparing seized property for upcoming auc-
tions.

She identified process improvements, recommended that they be completed prior to any
future auctions, and saw that they were assigned to the responsible party.

Elizabeth also provided both management and staff with a to-do list for each person, to
make sure that everything is completed on-time for future auctions.

Lastly, Elizabeth’s former supervisor credited her interpersonal and communication
skills. He went on to credit her for helping a fellow Account Technician who was new to the
assignment. Elizabeth suggested ways to organize and index the information for future re-
trieval.
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Advertising Deadline
The deadline for advertising copy for the 

February 2018 Edition of  the
JUSTICE COALITION’S
VICTIMS’ ADVOCATE

is January 15, 2017.

THE SECRET 
WORD GAME

Hidden in the text of the Victims’ Advocate is the SECRET WORD
for the month of December.  The rules are simple:
1. Find the word.
2. Telephone the Justice Coalition office 783-6312.
3. The first person who telephones the correct Secret Word wins a 

Gift Certificate to Sonny’s Real Pit Barbeque Restaurant. 
4. You can only win once in a twelve-month period.

SO START SEARCHING!
Exclusions: no persons employed by the Justice Coalition, Sonny’s nor their familes are eligible.

The Justice Coalition was founded in 1995, when one man’s priorities were changed.  Ted Hires was

the average businessman working 60 to 80 hours a week and looking out for himself until the day

when he and his staff were robbed at gunpoint.  As a victim of a crime, Ted found the criminal jus-

tice system worked harder for the criminal than the victim.  As a result of his experience, Ted

formed a (501(c)(3)), non-profit organization, Justice Coalition, which continues Ted’s mission of

assisting innocent victims of violent crimes in the Fourth Judicial court system.  Since 1995, the

Justice Coalition has been fighting crime every step of the way.  Fugitives captured are through a

partnership with local law enforcement agencies, the media, and citizen involvement.

The Justice Coalition’s

Victims’ Advocate
A free newspaper supporting victims’ rights and published monthly by the

Justice Coalition, Inc. The opinions of contributing writers are not necessarily
those of the Victims’ Advocate or the Justice Coalition.  The Victims’ Advocate wel-
comes both editorial and photographic submissions but they cannot be returned.
Please allow six weeks for a response to submitted works.  Calendar information
is welcome but must be submitted one month in advance of the event.  

©Copyright 2017, the Justice Coalition’s Victims’ Advocate.  All rights re-
served.  The Victims’ Advocate makes every effort to verify the information con-
tained within; however, it assumes no responsibility for claims of advertisers.
Should the publication be responsible for a reporting error, it will use twice the
amount of space to print a correction.  Advertising rates and information are
available upon request.  The Victims’ Advocate retains the right to refuse ques-
tionable or offensive advertising as deemed by the publication and will not be
held liable for false claims by an advertiser(s).  Advertiser purchases right of
publication only.

All correspondence to the Justice Coalition’s Victims’ Advocate should be sent to:
1935 Lane Ave. South, Suite 1 • Jacksonville, Florida 32210

Phone: (904) 783-6312 • Fax: (904) 783-4172
RayT@justicecoalition.org

THE JUSTICE COALITION’S OBJECTIVES
• To be available for innocent victims of violent crime
• To educate the general public on criminal justice issues
• To be pro-active in the fight against crime

If so, please contact our Missing Child Specialist at (904) 418-5813

Have you seen them? 

Fully Stocked Trucks In Your Area Now! State Cert. No. CFC025597

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

RADIO DISPATCHED ~ 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
FINANCING AVAILABLE (W.A.C.)

FREE ESTIMATES
MAIN OFFICE - 2394 POST ST.
www.terryvereenplumbing.com

� Expert Repairs & Repiping
� Shower Pan & Tile Work
� Water Heater Service & Installation
� Under Slab Leaks Repaired - Insurance Claims
� Sewer & Drain Service
� Certified Backflow Testing & Sales
� Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
� New Construction

Southside/Arlington

724-5205

Westside/Downtown

384-5661
Mandarin

268-0296

Orange Park

264-6495
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NEEDS
YOUR HELP

to locate these children!

William Warner
Missing since 11/21/2017

Ternisha Hurst
Missing since 1/6/2018

NeVaeh Wiley
Missing since 1/7/2018

Myah Brown
Missing since 12/30/2017

Katelyn Wilkerson
Missing since 12/14/2017

Areanna Garonski
Missing since 11/5/2017

Mark Hand
Missing since 6/20/2017

Shane Tyson
Missing since 6/8/2017



AREA
RESOURCE

GUIDE
(Services listed are provided free of charge,

or have income-based scheduling)

Homicide Support/Advocacy
Jax. Sheriff’s Office Victim Advocate
630-1764
Families of Slain Children
3108 North Myrtle Ave.
Jacksonville, Fl 32209  
683-4986

Abuse (Domestic)
24 Hour Hotline:   1-800-500-1119
Hubbard House Emergency
Shelter & Counselling
354-3114
Quigley House (Clay County)
1-800-339-5017

Compensation (victim)
Victim Services •  630-6300
MADD Victim Services  
388-0664

Consumer Fraud
State Attorney’s Office •  351-0900

Detoxification
Gateway Community Services
387-4661

Family
Family Nurturing Center of Florida
389-4244
SAV-A-CHILD, Inc.
P.O. Box 15197
Jacksonville, FL 32239-1937
762-1937

Family Support Services of
North Florida
1300 Riverplace Blvd., Suite 700
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904/421-5800
www.fss.jax.org
(Provide foster care, adoption and
prevention)

Guardian Ad Litem Program
Edward Ball Bldg.
214 N. Hogan St., Suite 6004
Jacksonville, FL 32202
904/255-8440

Legal Assistance
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid, Inc.
356-8371
Three Rivers Legal Services
126 W. Adams St., 7th floor
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904/394-7450

Mental Health Center of 
Jacksonville
3333W. 20th St.
Jacksonville, FL 32254
904/695-9145

Mothers Against
Drunk Driving
(MADD) •  388-2455

Parenting Help
A place where parents and kids
learn how to survive.
www.ihelpparents.com

Rape
Women’s Center of Jacksonville 
Rape Recovery Team 
24-hour Rape Crisis Hotline:
904/721-7273

State Attorney’s Office
630-2400

Trauma Counseling
Women’s Center of Jacksonville
722-3000
24-hr. Rape Crisis hotline: 904/721-7273
City Victim Services
630-6300

Youth Crisis
Youth Crisis Center - The Safe
Place
3015 Parental Home Road
Jacksonville, FL 32216
904-725-6662
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By Ray Tuenge, Sr.

Book Shelf Books about careers in law enforcement
The

Becoming a Police
Officer:  An In-
sider's Guide to a
Career in Law En-
forcement
By Barry M. Baker 

This book is a good place
to start for young people who
are interested in pursuing po-
lice work. Author Barry Baker
relies on over thirty-two years
of experience as a street cop in
a big city. He does not pull any
punches or try to make being
a cop look like an easy job.
Even though his intended
readers are young people, he
does not shield them from the
violence and difficulties of the
job of being a cop. In the end,
this book is likely to convince
many young people of the sat-
isfaction and value of a career
in law enforcement.

Careers in Law 
Enforcement
By Coy H. Johnston 

This book is also intended
for students considering a ca-
reer in policing and related
support occupations. Author
Coy Johnston covers three
broad areas: deciding on a law
enforcement career path, se-
lecting a specific career posi-
tion in law enforcement, and
then preparing for the hiring
process. A very helpful first
chapter provides a personal-
ity/career test to help the
reader discover the types of
law enforcement jobs that
might be a good fit. As a result,
young readers can establish
reasonable goals and know the
various types of career paths
and the requirements of each. 

Federal Law 
Enforcement 
Careers,
By Thomas H. Ackerman 

These two books by
Thomas H. Ackerman are
more specifically written for
those interested in pursuing a
Federal Law enforcement ca-
reer. In Federal Law Enforcement
Careers, the author provides
detailed profiles of 250 careers
with over 130 federal agencies
with qualification require-
ments and training program
descriptions. In addition, it
provides valuable guidance
about how to use the federal
personnel system, how best to
complete application forms,
and how to perform well in
the interview process. It is a
comprehensive overview of
the types of federal law en-
forcement positions, including
Criminal Investigators, Uni-
formed Law Enforcement Of-
ficers, Security Specialists,
General and Compliance In-
vestigators, Probation and Pre-

trial Services Officers, Law En-
forcement Technicians and
Specialists, Intelligence Spe-
cialists, Communications
Technicians and Dispatchers,
Compliance Inspectors and
Specialists, and Correctional
Personnel.

FBI Careers
By Coy H. Johnston 

In FBI Careers, Ackerman
provides the same comprehen-
sive review and guidance for
those interested in a career
with the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation. In addition, he

provides a very good descrip-
tion of the selection process for
becoming a special agent or
obtaining another position in
the FBI. He also provides a
wonderful description of the
rigorous training that FBI
agents must undertake. Any-
one interested in joining the
FBI should read this book. 

   
    

  
    

   
   
   

 
  

   

Dedicated to the advancement
of the law enforcement profession
through education, communication

and an informed program of
legislation.

   
   
   

 
  

   

   
    

  
    

Fraternal Order of Police
Jacksonville Consolidated Lodge 5-30

5530 Beach Boulevard 
Jacksonville, Florida

www.fop530.com (904) 398-7010
Nelson D. Cuba, PresidentSteve Zona, President

I am not a cop, but like most guys and many girls I have often wondered what it’s like to be a law enforcement officer.  For those who
are interested in law enforcement as a career, here are several good books about what it takes to get a job as a cop or in a related occu-
pation, and how to plan and work toward one of these rewarding careers..
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Seasons to RememberJustice Coalition’s

The San Jose Elementary Student Choir sang a medley of Christmas clas-
sics after all families had received their bears and bibles. 

Pastor Amos Bankhead led the opening
prayer, offering a message of hope for the
victims’ families.

JC Executive Director Michael J. Liles hands a personally
inscribed bible to a victim’s family.

Family of BJ Brooks receive their bear from State Attor-
ney Melissa Nelson.

Donna Lapin, who stitched together all bears for the cer-
emony, poses for a picture with the JC staff.

JC Director of Victim Advocacy Lysa Telzer embraces the
family of Ra’Mya Eunice.

and, most importantly, victims of crimes
to see Marsy’s Law put on the ballot in
November 2018.” If Floridians opt to
have the proposition on the election bal-
lot, a Victims’ Bill of Rights will be

added to the Florida constitution. 
Marsy’s Law isn’t about taking away

rights. We understand why rights for
the accused and convicted are in place.
They are there for good reason and they

are inalienable. This effort is about ex-
panding the rights of victims—about
creating a more compassionate justice
system. We ask that you consider what
these changes would mean to the vic-

tims that the Justice Coalition serves.
We ask that you join us in the coming
months in supporting Marsy’s Law. It is
a law that can truly make a difference in
victims’ lives.

Marsy’s Law – Continued from page 1

Victims’ Bill of Rights

Marsy’s Law significantly expands the rights of victims in California. Under
Marsy’s Law, the California Constitution article I, § 28, section (b) now provides
victims with the following enumerated rights:

1. To be treated with fairness and respect for his or her privacy and dignity, and to
be free from intimidation, harassment, and abuse, throughout the criminal or ju-
venile justice process.

2. To be reasonably protected from the defendant and persons acting on behalf of
the defendant.

3. To have the safety of the victim and the victim’s family considered in fixing the
amount of bail and release conditions for the defendant.

4. To prevent the disclosure of confidential information or records to the defendant,
the defendant’s attorney, or any other person acting on behalf of the defendant,
which could be used to locate or harass the victim or the victim’s family or which
disclose confidential communications made in the course of medical or counsel-
ing treatment, or which are otherwise privileged or confidential by law.

5. To refuse an interview, deposition, or discovery request by the defendant, the de-
fendant’s attorney, or any other person acting on behalf of the defendant, and to
set reasonable conditions on the conduct of any such interview to which the vic-
tim consents.

6. To reasonable notice of and to reasonably confer with the prosecuting
agency, upon request, regarding, the arrest of the defendant if known by the pros-
ecutor, the charges filed, the determination whether to extradite the defendant,
and, upon request, to be notified of and informed before any pretrial disposition
of the case.

7. To reasonable notice of all public proceedings, including delinquency proceed-
ings, upon request, at which the defendant and the prosecutor are entitled to be
present and of all parole or other post-conviction release proceedings, and to be
present at all such proceedings.

8. To be heard, upon request, at any proceeding, including any delinquency pro-
ceeding, involving a post-arrest release decision, plea, sentencing, post-convic-

tion release decision, or any proceeding in which a right of the victim is at issue.
9. To a speedy trial and a prompt and final conclusion of the case and any related

post-judgment proceedings.
10. To provide information to a probation department official conducting a pre-sen-

tence investigation concerning the impact of the offense on the victim and the
victim’s family and any sentencing recommendations before the sentencing of
the defendant.

11. To receive, upon request, the pre-sentence report when available to the defen-
dant, except for those portions made confidential by law.

12. To be informed, upon request, of the conviction, sentence, place and time of in-
carceration, or other disposition of the defendant, the scheduled release date of
the defendant, and the release of or the escape by the defendant from custody.

13. To restitution.
A. It is the unequivocal intention of the People of the State of California that
all persons who suffer losses as a result of criminal activity shall have the right
to seek and secure restitution from the persons convicted of the crimes causing
the losses they suffer.
B. Restitution shall be ordered from the convicted wrongdoer in every case,
regardless of the sentence or disposition imposed, in which a crime victim suf-
fers a loss.
C. All monetary payments, monies, and property collected from any person
who has been ordered to make restitution shall be first applied to pay the
amounts ordered as restitution to the victim.

14. To the prompt return of property when no longer needed as evidence.
15. To be informed of all parole procedures, to participate in the parole process, to

provide information to the parole authority to be considered before the parole of
the offender, and to be notified, upon request, of the parole or other release of
the offender.

16. To have the safety of the victim, the victim’s family, and the general public con-
sidered before any parole or other post-judgment release decision is made.

17. To be informed of the rights enumerated in paragraphs (1) through (16).

Below is the California Victims’ Bill of Rights. A similar Bill of Rights could be added to the Florida Constitution if the Constitutional Revision Commission passes
Marsy’s Law and Floridians vote to pass the law in the November 2018 election.

Photos courtesy of J.W. Lee Photography.


