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Last month, Donald Smith was
found guilty of kidnapping, raping,
and murdering 8-year-old Cherish
Perrywinkle. After his conviction,
the jury had to make a decision: life
in prison or the death penalty. Their
decision would come nearly five
years after her abduction and mur-
der shocked the Jacksonville com-
munity. 

Grainy surveillance video from
a Northside Walmart would cap-
ture Cherish’s final moments. Wear-
ing an orange dress, she followed
Donald Smith out of the Walmart
and into his white van. The next
morning, her half-naked body was
found under a tree in a grassy
marsh. 

Hours before Cherish would be
kidnapped, Smith met Cherish’s
mother Rayne Perrywinkle at a Dol-
lar General on Edgewood Avenue.
When Perrywinkle explained to
Smith that her daughters needed
new clothes, Smith offered her a
$100 Walmart gift card if they
agreed to drive with him.  Perry-
winkle agreed when she was told
that Smith’s wife was waiting for
him at the Walmart. She was not
aware that Smith had been released
from prison only 21 days earlier. 

Inside the Walmart, Perrywinkle
shopped with Smith and her

daughters for more than an hour. At
several points, Cherish went alone
with Smith to other areas of the
store. Perrywinkle told police that
she felt like it was safe because they
were inside the store. After an an-
nouncement from the loudspeaker
announced that the store would be
closing shortly, Smith offered to buy
food from the in-store McDonald’s
for Cherish. The surveillance video
captures Cherish following Smith
past the McDonald’s and out into
the parking lot.

When Perrywinkle went to
check out, she realized that Smith
and Cherish had disappeared an
quickly called the police. “I hope to
God he doesn't kill her. I hope to
God he doesn't rape her," Perrywin-

kle told the operator. “I don't under-
stand why he would leave right
now unless he's going to rape her
and kill her. That's the only reason."

Six hours after Perrywinkle con-
tacted the police an Amber Alert
was issued with details of Smith’s
van. An officer working a traffic ac-
cident spotted a van matching the
description and called for another
unit to pull the vehicle over. Smith
was arrested. Police received a tip
that a van matching the description
had been seen the night before
parked near Highlands Baptist
Church. Officers arrived to investi-
gate and deployed a K-9 unit. Min-
utes later, Cherish’s body was
found, still wearing the orange
dress from the night before. 

Since Smith was indicted by a
grand jury in 2013, seven trial dates
have been set. Controversy over
Florida’s death penalty procedure
has been a factor in trial delays for
many cases involving the death
penalty. In 2016, the U.S. Supreme
Court struck down Florida’s old
death penalty law. A new law, re-
quiring unanimous recommenda-
tion from the jury on death penalty
cases, was enacted last March.  

As a result of the rule changes,
many questions surrounding the
death penalty process were left
unanswered. The decision allowed

Our Florida appellate courts are
now being called upon on a regular
basis to interpret the consequences
of the “Stand Your Ground” law.  In
a recent Tampa case, The Florida
Supreme Court placed some limits
on the ramifications of the criminal

court’s determination that the defendant was entitled
to immunity as a result of the “Stand Your Ground”
law.

The victim physically attacked the defendant
without provocation at a local bar. In reaction to the
victim’s aggression, the defendant struck his face with
a cocktail glass, resulting in permanent loss of sight in
the victim’s left eye.  The state filed an Information
charging the defendant with felony battery and the de-
fendant moved to dismiss the case, maintaining that
he was immune from prosecution under the Stand
Your Ground law.  The criminal court judge granted
his motion and held him immune under the law. The

criminal case was over.
The victim then filed a civil complaint against the

defendant for battery and negligence.  The defendant
maintained that the civil court had no jurisdiction over
him because of the immunity determination in the
criminal case.  The Florida Supreme Court, in deciding
the case, relied on the part of the law that states that if
the person is justified in using force then the individ-
ual charged with the crime is immune from criminal
prosecution and from civil action for the use of such
force.

The issue before the Supreme Court was - Does
the Stand Your Ground law confer civil liability immu-
nity to a criminal defendant based upon the immunity
determination in the criminal case?  One of the lower
courts who had considered the case before it got to the
Supreme Court maintained that the legislature must
have intended a procedure with only one immunity
determination and that determination (made by the
judge in the criminal case) would be binding in the
civil court. The Supreme Court of Florida disagreed

By Jay Howell

By Ray Tuenge, Jr.

The Wheels of Justice
Grind Exceeding Slowly
But they Grind…

Nearly Five Years Later,
Donald Smith is Sentenced to Death

OVER 3,000
FUGITIVES
CAPTURED

More on Stand Your Ground

GRIND: reduce (some-
thing) to small particles or
powder by crushing it.

"grind some black pepper over
the salad"

Synonyms: crush, pound,
pulverize, mill, granulate, crumble, smash, press

JUSTICE: just behavior or treatment.
"a concern for justice, peace, and genuine respect for

people"
Synonyms:  fairness, justness, fair play, fair-

mindedness, equity, evenhandedness, impartiality,
objectivity, neutrality, disinterestedness, honesty,
righteousness, morals, morality.

It is amazing to consider that one of the enu-
merated rights of a defendant is a right to a speedy
trial.  Speedy? I can’t help but wonder how often
someone actually demands the timeframes that are
created mentally when you consider the term
“speedy” trial? One imagines a courtroom filled
with fast-talking auctioneers barking out orders as
quickly as they can form syllables. Actually, there
are a number of things that can make a defendant
want to exercise his right to a speedy trial.

a. They haven’t found the body yet.
b. The DNA Labs are backed up 6 months.
c. You have a partner about to commit an iden-

tical crime that you can’t be guilty of as you are al-
ready incarcerated.

d. They still haven’t found the body…
e. You are expecting another load of cocaine or

money any day now…
f. YOU actually want the State to accidentally

go past the date so you can then quickly ask for the
speedy trial thing.

There was such a case in Colorado recently.  A
man who was sentenced to a staggering 300 plus
years for sexually assaulting six children.  He was
released after an appeals court determined that his
right to a speedy trial had been violated.  Michael
McFadden, 46 years of age, was released from
prison after the Colorado Supreme Court declined
to hear the case.  They did however dismiss the
charges with prejudice.  Obviously, it wouldn’t be
fair to try him twice!

A woman who said she alerted authorities years
ago about McFadden's alleged crimes against chil-
dren told a news station that she believed he was
in Colorado Springs as of Thursday. She had heard
he was living in homeless shelters trying to raise
money for a bus ticket to Florida. 

A bus ticket to Florida?  Are you kidding me?
WHERE in Florida?  Pensacola?  Tallahassee – Bet-
ter NOT!  I have Grandkids there!  Jacksonville?
Better NOT!  Orlando is a no-go as well.  I have two
Grandsons in Orlando.  We do not appreciate op-
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JOHNNY WILLIAMS, OWNER

EVANGEL TEMPLE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Services: Sunday 8:15 a.m. • 10:45 a.m. • 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday - 7:30 p.m.

www.evangeltempleag.org  • email: evangeltemple@evangeltempleag.org
5755 Ramona Blvd. (One Block East of Lane Ave. & I-10) 

(904) 781-9393

Pastors Cecil and Garry Wiggins

Inspirational Thought

Taste and see that the
LORD is good; blessed
is the one who takes
refuge in him.

- Psalm 34:8 NIV
6741 Lloyd Road • Jacksonville, Florida 32254

904-786-1120

J.B Coxwell Contracting, Inc. 
joins the Justice Coalition

in helping to make Jacksonville a safer place to live, work, and grow.
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Kevin Floyd
CERTIFIED MATH INSTRUCTOR

Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • PreCalculus • AP Calculus
Calculus I, II, III • Differential Equations • Statistics • ACT • SAT • GRE

Professor FCCJ 6 years
AP Calculus Teacher Douglas Anderson 10 years

Over 20 years experience • North Green Cove Springs off 17

904 655 2301
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Faith Corner
The Faith Community holds the key to true restorative justice for all mankind.
Many churches and businesses support this concept.  The Justice Coalition 

wishes to thank the following for their support:

Tillman Building Services Inc.
Roofing Division

Tillman Building Services Inc.
Roofing Division

Also Commercial & 
Residential Repairs
Also Commercial & 
Residential Repairs

Terry Tillman II
President

904.845.8280
office: 904.527.1362

fax: 904.527.1463
tebo@tillmanroofing.com

Fl. Cert. Roofing Contractor CCC1327969
Fl. Cert. General Contractor CGC1512791

www.tillmanroofing.com

No Closure 4 Me, No Justice 4 Curtis
This is a story of how my

son was mysteriously mur-
dered and my struggle for jus-
tice and closure.   My hopes
are that after reading this you
will sign our petition in an ef-
fort to get laws changed to
help parents receive humane
treatment, justice and closure.

On March 26, 1997, a police
officer came to my door with
all black on and a big black
hat.  He explained to me that
my son was missing and had
been chased into the water by
a group of people after a fight
broke out at San Diego’s
Crown Point.   The search
started and stopped without
me. I was told to stay at home
by authorities that night and
that the search was called off
and would continue until 7am
the next morning. 

No closure 4 me no justice
4 Curtis! The police said “he
could not swim” so he
drowned accidently. I pleaded
with my family and the police
that this could  not be true as
my son taught my daughters
how to swim. He was the little
man of the house.   I began
thinking the police and my
family were right. I’m in
mourning and love sick over

the loss of my only son.
No closure 4 me no justice

4 Curtis! I woke up one morn-
ing and began my fight for
closure 4 me and justice 4 Cur-
tis. I started questioning the
lifeguard and they said I need
to speak with his boss. They
gave me no answers and de-
manded I get something in
writing to obtain the lifeguard
report. I left there with no clo-
sure 4 me and no justice 4
Curtis. I finally got the life-
gaurd report and discovered
that my son had no pants and
his body and all belongings
were found at the same place
they had rescued his cousin
the night before. I went to the
police department to ask why
I was not told of his belong-
ings, and they said I was to

call and make an appointment
with Lt. Duncan of homicide
division. This battle lasted for
two years.

No closure 4 me no justice
4 Curtis! I finally got the po-
lice report which had parts of;
lifeguard reports, medical ex-
aminer reports, and F.B.I re-
ports that were blacked out
that I could not read. There
were over 20 witnesses on the
beach and a lady across the
street heard a gunshot and
saw a man carrying a body
into the water.

No closure 4 me No justice
4 Curtis! I took a step back
and called the mecial exam-
iner's office  thinking maybe
they could help me. The chief
medical examiner,  Henry
Bonell  said “I knew you
would call back”, and imme-
diately hung up the phone.
My daughter and I went
down to mecial examiner's of-
fice and there we found the
tag “187” and eight Polaroid
photos. My daughter told me
that 187 means murder. They
mailed four death certificates
to me with four different loca-
tions of the drowning. I notice
that in the Polaroid photos his
arms was folded.

No closure 4 me No justice
4 Curtis!  Two weeks later I
was reading the newspaper

and learned medical examiner
Dr. Bonell was fired for falsi-
fying documents on mur-
dered children. I met with the
city manager, where I received
a brown envelope this time
with over 200 photos of my
son and the crime scene. I
went to the F.B.I office to see if
I could get the report they had
that did not contain anything
blacked out. I was given a
form to fill out and mail to
Washington D.C under the
privacy act.

No closure 4 me No justice
4 Curtis! This is when I wrote
the Child Closure Law, having
no closure for your child is
worst then dealing with the
loss itself. It stays inside your
heart, soul, and mind forever.
In March, 2017 it has

been 20 years since his death,
Jose Jiménez admitted to
killing Curtis and tells how
and why he did it. San Diego
P.D refused to arrest him. I re-
ceived a call from the San
Diego head prosecutor and
was asked to tell my story and
he agreed to investigate Cur-
tis’ case, but right now as for
me, No closure 4 me No jus-
tice 4 Curtis! Help make clo-
sure a law not a plea. I now
reside in Jacksonville Fl. With
the help of you, congress, and
house representatives, we can
make this law to be nation-
wide. My sons’ clothing is still
at the San Diego police de-
partment and will remain
there until I get closure 4 me
and justice 4 Curtis!

portunistic pedophiles who want to visit the Sunshine State! 
Consider for a moment who his ultimate target victim was:

a child!  The police and prosecutors in Colorado had promised
his original victims that if they would just tell them everything
that happened they would be safe!  One of the things they had
to tell was that he [McFadden] had told them, “if you tell what
I did, I will kill you!" Yet, they thought they were without rem-
edy on Tuesday February 27, 2018 when they opened the gate
to freedom?

Colorado Justices thought his rights were more important
than six children’s personal safety?  This could explain a lot
about their stance on recreational marijuana.  Talk about your
Rocky Mountain High.

One of the alleged victims also came forward to speak. "It
feels terrible because it can happen to a bunch of other kids. We
tried our hardest to get him in [prison], and to help other kids
to not get hurt and abused like we did," said a victim.

Well said…by someone who understands what it is like to be
victimized. Perhaps we would be better off if we put a different
set of wheels on Justice. How about a set that would roll?  Think
about one last thought: Justice should be about equity, fair play,
honesty, objectivity. When these things “grind,” it is the victims
that become crushed, pounded and pulverized, crumbled, gran-
ulated and smashed.

It makes me want to pummel something…

Grind – Continued from page 1

By Patricia Ward
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TO PROTECT AND SERVE
Our monthly recognition for the best of the best

ON THE SIDE
OF VICTIMS!

Sheriff Mike Williams hosted the 2018 Annual Meritorious Awards Cere-
mony February 2018 in the Police Memorial Building's Assembly Hall. This an-
nual ceremony honors employees from each of the six categories who were
recognized throughout the previous year.

The Merit Board, which is made up of the agency's Chiefs, selects the hon-
orees based on their previous recognition as well as their continued contribu-
tions since they were first recognized.

At the annual ceremony Sheriff Williams said, "These individuals have set
the bar for the Jacksonville Sheriff's Office, and in the spirit of the Olympics
I'm going to refer to them as our 'gold medal' recipients. And it is only fitting
that today I will be presenting them each with JSO's version of a gold medal."

He went on to say, "This ceremony stands for everything our employees be-
lieve in and strive for each day."

Also at the annual ceremony, the Sheriff presented his third "Citizen of the
Year" award as Sheriff of Duval County. His selection for the 2018 "Citizen of
the Year" is Bland Cologne, owner and president of First Coast Security.

Those JSO employees recognized at the ceremony are:

"Police Officer of the Year" Honorees: Detective Margaret M. Rhati-
gan and Detective Glenn L. Warkentien

Investigations Division/Cold Case
Detectives Margo Rhatigan and Glenn Warkentien of JSO's Cold Case Team

earned the title as JSO's "Police Officer of the Year" honorees for their efforts that
led to arrests in two high profile investigations: the 1998 abduction of newborn
Kamiyah Mobley and the murder of Freddie Farah in 1974. 

"Corrections Officer of the Year" Charles Carter
Jails Division / Pre-Trial Detention Facility
Carter was recognized as JSO's "Corrections Officer of the Year" for his direct

role in several investigations that led to multiple felony arrests on both incarcerated
inmates and members of the public who had been involved in the crimes.

"Civilian Employee of the Year" Account Technician Elizabeth Verwey
Homeland Security Division / Forfeiture & Warehouse
Verwey was named JSO's "Civilian Employee of the Year,” but was unable to

attend the February 15th ceremony. She was selected for this honor for her overall
work performance and several instances of exemplary service and innovation.

"Reserve Officer of the Year" Reserve Sergeant Don J. Butler
Special Events Division / Police Reserves Section
Butler was recognized for his commitment to making Jacksonville a safer place

to live through his work in JSO's Reserve Section and by being an active participant

in Sheriff's Watch. In 2017, he volunteered nearly 2,600 hours as a Reserve Sergeant
working in various areas of the agency. He has been instrumental in helping in
shutting down 14 drug and/or prostitution houses in the Arlington area.

"Police Supervisor of the Year" Police Sergeant Jay L. Taylor, Jr.
Investigations Division / Missing Persons
Taylor earned the title of JSO's "Police Supervisor of the Year" for his leadership

role during the successful recovery of several missing individuals. At Thursday's
ceremony, Sheriff Williams spoke about two investigations, both "interference with
custody" cases that Jay simultaneously supervised in early June 2017.

"Civilian Supervisor of the Year" Manager of Personnel Services
Dustin Pringle

Human Resources Division / Time & Attendance
Pringle was honored for his efforts tracking employee work hours and costs in

October 2016 when Northeast Florida was in a State of Emergency during Hurri-
cane Matthew.

"Citizen of the Year" Bland Cologne
Owner and President, First Coast Security
Cologne was recognized for his support of military and law enforcement per-

sonnel in the community. Additionally, the Sheriff highlighted Cologne's support
for First Coast Crime Stoppers and several non-profits in the community.

"There are no limitations to the support that he provides to this community.
While he might not work here at JSO, he does live up to our mission statement of
serving and protecting in partnership with our community," said Sheriff Williams.

Thank you for your interest in the State At-
torney’s Office for Florida’s Fourth Judicial Cir-
cuit. 

We constantly strive to find new and better
ways to communicate with the public. This An-
nual Report — a first for this office — is pub-
lished with this aim in mind. Here, we highlight
the progress we made in 2017 and outline our
plans for 2018. 

Throughout these pages, you will see the
many initiatives we have implemented in the
past year. Each is intended to improve public
safety, while ensuring that we are fair, account-
able, and transparent. 

You will see how we have dedicated re-
sources to target the most dangerous criminals
plaguing our neighborhoods. 

You will see how we have enhanced part-
nerships with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office to
combat gang violence; the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to target gun
crimes; and the U.S. Attorney’s Office to strate-
gically prosecute human trafficking cases and
heroin/opioid overdose deaths.

You will also see how we have imple-
mented more thoughtful approaches to our pur-
suit of justice, such as the increased use of
alternative treatment courts and our support for
giving law enforcement more latitude to issue

juvenile civil citations. 
We are looking forward to the year ahead.

This next year, we will continue to bring inno-
vative approaches to our work. 

We are developing a Community Prosecu-
tion pilot program that will focus on solving
problems in high-crime areas and developing
relationships with the citizens who live and
work in those areas. 

We are improving our support of and com-
munication with those most impacted by crime:
victims. 

We are researching how we can employ
data-driven methods in our work. 

It takes a team approach to achieve these re-
sults. I am humbled and inspired by the effort
and dedication of the men and women in this
office. Together, we are committed to improving
the communities of Duval, Clay, and Nassau
counties. 

This report is just a sampling of the good
work we have done. While not every case or
person could be recognized, I would like to
thank everyone for the hard work they do for
the people of the Fourth Circuit. 

And thank you for your continued support
as we continue to serve you in the year ahead.

The full report can be found at
http://www.sao4th.com/annual-report-2017/

Sheriff Honors JSO's 2018 Employees Of The Year, 
Citizen Of The Year And Sponsors At Annual Ceremony

A Message from Melissa Nelson in the
2017 Annual Report of the Office of the
State Attorney

State Attorney Melissa Nelson and JC Advocate Andrea
Crutchfield with victims at last year’s Seasons to Remember
ceremony.

Seasons to Remember
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Advertising Deadline
The deadline for advertising copy for the 

April 2018 Edition of  the
JUSTICE COALITION’S
VICTIMS’ ADVOCATE

is March 15, 2017.

THE SECRET 
WORD GAME

Hidden in the text of the Victims’ Advocate is the SECRET WORD
for the month of December.  The rules are simple:
1. Find the word.
2. Telephone the Justice Coalition office 783-6312.
3. The first person who telephones the correct Secret Word wins a 

Gift Certificate to Sonny’s Real Pit Barbeque Restaurant. 
4. You can only win once in a twelve-month period.

SO START SEARCHING!
Exclusions: no persons employed by the Justice Coalition, Sonny’s nor their familes are eligible.

The Justice Coalition was founded in 1995, when one man’s priorities were changed.  Ted Hires was

the average businessman working 60 to 80 hours a week and looking out for himself until the day

when he and his staff were robbed at gunpoint.  As a victim of a crime, Ted found the criminal jus-

tice system worked harder for the criminal than the victim.  As a result of his experience, Ted

formed a (501(c)(3)), non-profit organization, Justice Coalition, which continues Ted’s mission of

assisting innocent victims of violent crimes in the Fourth Judicial court system.  Since 1995, the

Justice Coalition has been fighting crime every step of the way.  Fugitives captured are through a

partnership with local law enforcement agencies, the media, and citizen involvement.

The Justice Coalition’s
Victims’ Advocate

A free newspaper supporting victims’ rights and published monthly by the
Justice Coalition, Inc. The opinions of contributing writers are not necessarily
those of the Victims’ Advocate or the Justice Coalition.  The Victims’ Advocate wel-
comes both editorial and photographic submissions but they cannot be returned.
Please allow six weeks for a response to submitted works.  Calendar information
is welcome but must be submitted one month in advance of the event.  

©Copyright 2017, the Justice Coalition’s Victims’ Advocate.  All rights re-
served.  The Victims’ Advocate makes every effort to verify the information con-
tained within; however, it assumes no responsibility for claims of advertisers.
Should the publication be responsible for a reporting error, it will use twice the
amount of space to print a correction.  Advertising rates and information are
available upon request.  The Victims’ Advocate retains the right to refuse ques-
tionable or offensive advertising as deemed by the publication and will not be
held liable for false claims by an advertiser(s).  Advertiser purchases right of
publication only.

All correspondence to the Justice Coalition’s Victims’ Advocate should be sent to:
1935 Lane Ave. South, Suite 1 • Jacksonville, Florida 32210

Phone: (904) 783-6312 • Fax: (904) 783-4172
RayT@justicecoalition.org

THE JUSTICE COALITION’S OBJECTIVES
• To be available for innocent victims of violent crime
• To educate the general public on criminal justice issues
• To be pro-active in the fight against crime

If so, please contact our Missing Child Specialist at (904) 418-5813

Have you seen them? 

Fully Stocked Trucks In Your Area Now! State Cert. No. CFC025597

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

RADIO DISPATCHED ~ 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
FINANCING AVAILABLE (W.A.C.)

FREE ESTIMATES
MAIN OFFICE - 2394 POST ST.
www.terryvereenplumbing.com

� Expert Repairs & Repiping
� Shower Pan & Tile Work
� Water Heater Service & Installation
� Under Slab Leaks Repaired - Insurance Claims
� Sewer & Drain Service
� Certified Backflow Testing & Sales
� Complete Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
� New Construction

Southside/Arlington

724-5205

Westside/Downtown

384-5661
Mandarin

268-0296

Orange Park

264-6495

March 2018 • Volume 25, Issue 3

NEEDS YOUR HELP
to locate these children!

William Warner
Missing since 11/21/2017

Asia McArthur
Missing since 1/1/2018

Jakira Smith-Gettis
Missing since 2/5/2018

NeVaeh Wiley
Missing since 3/6/2018

Katelyn Wilkerson
Missing since 12/14/2017

Mark Hand
Missing since 6/20/2017



AREA
RESOURCE

GUIDE
(Services listed are provided free of charge,

or have income-based scheduling)

Homicide Support/Advocacy
Jax. Sheriff’s Office Victim Advocate
630-1764
Families of Slain Children
3108 North Myrtle Ave.
Jacksonville, Fl 32209  
683-4986

Abuse (Domestic)
24 Hour Hotline:   1-800-500-1119
Hubbard House Emergency
Shelter & Counselling
354-3114
Quigley House (Clay County)
1-800-339-5017

Compensation (victim)
Victim Services •  630-6300
MADD Victim Services  
388-0664

Consumer Fraud
State Attorney’s Office •  351-0900

Detoxification
Gateway Community Services
387-4661

Family
Family Nurturing Center of Florida
389-4244
SAV-A-CHILD, Inc.
P.O. Box 15197
Jacksonville, FL 32239-1937
762-1937

Family Support Services of
North Florida
1300 Riverplace Blvd., Suite 700
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904/421-5800
www.fss.jax.org
(Provide foster care, adoption and
prevention)

Guardian Ad Litem Program
Edward Ball Bldg.
214 N. Hogan St., Suite 6004
Jacksonville, FL 32202
904/255-8440

Legal Assistance
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid, Inc.
356-8371
Three Rivers Legal Services
126 W. Adams St., 7th floor
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904/394-7450

Mental Health Center of 
Jacksonville
3333W. 20th St.
Jacksonville, FL 32254
904/695-9145

Mothers Against
Drunk Driving
(MADD) •  388-2455

Parenting Help
A place where parents and kids
learn how to survive.
www.ihelpparents.com

Rape
Women’s Center of Jacksonville 
Rape Recovery Team 
24-hour Rape Crisis Hotline:
904/721-7273

State Attorney’s Office
630-2400

Trauma Counseling
Women’s Center of Jacksonville
722-3000
24-hr. Rape Crisis hotline: 904/721-7273
City Victim Services
630-6300

Youth Crisis
Youth Crisis Center - The Safe
Place
3015 Parental Home Road
Jacksonville, FL 32216
904-725-6662
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By Ray Tuenge, Sr.Book Shelf
The

Exonerated:  
A History of the 
Innocence 
Movement
By Robert J. Norris 

According to recent statis-
tics, in recent decades more
than 1,800 people have been
found innocent after being
convicted of crimes for which
they did not do. As result, fed-
eral and state governments
have passed laws to prevent
such wrongful convictions.
Lawyers and police have insti-
tuted changes to their prac-
tices. Moreover, advocacy
organizations collectively
known as the “innocence
movement” have grown
across the country.  In his
book, Exonerated: A History of
the Innocence Movement, Robert
J. Norris gives an in-depth
look at the history of the inno-
cence movement. He con-
ducted interviews with key
leaders such as Barry Scheck
and Rob Warden. He also con-
ducted field research into
many major cases involving
wrongful convictions in the
United States.  Norris also ex-
amines how and why the in-
nocence movement happened
in recent decades primarily as
a result of scientific and tech-
nological advances. These de-
velopments lead to better
investigative techniques that
help to both catch and convict
the truly guilty and to exoner-
ate those who have been
wrongly convicted.

Ordinary Injustice:  
How America
Holds Court
By Amy Bach 

Amy Bach is an attorney
and investigative journalist.
Her book, Ordinary Injustice:
How America Holds Court, is
based on her eight years inves-
tigating courtroom failures
across America. She found that
most injustices occurring in
American courtrooms are sim-
ply due to incompetence and
mediocracy resulting from the
bureaucratic nature of the jus-
tice system. What she found
was an assembly-line ap-
proach to justice: a system that
rewards mediocre advocacy,
bypasses due process, and
shortchanges both defendants
and victims to keep the court
calendar moving. She de-
scribes public defenders who
plead most of their clients
guilty with little or no actual
knowledge about their circum-
stances. She describes judges
who set too-high bail for neg-
ligible crimes, as well as pros-
ecutors who simply do not
adequately pursue significant
cases. The end result of such
bureaucratic mediocrity is a
court system that works to-

gether to achieve wrongful
convictions. Rather than blam-
ing purposeful evil-doers in
the justice system or inade-
quate funding, Bach concludes
that wrongful convictions are
usually the result of a clubby
legal culture of lazy bureau-
cratic compromise. 

Although this book per-
haps paints an overly negative
picture of America’s courts,
Bach shows that vigilance is
needed to insure that the rule
of law is competently and
fairly applied in the American
justice system.

Blind Justice:  
A Former 
Prosecutor Exposes
the Psychology and
Politics of Wrongful
Convictions
By Mark Godsey 

A former prosecutor and
attorney for the Ohio Inno-
cence Project, Mark Godsey
provides an in-depth and ex-
pert analysis for the many dif-
ferent reasons for wrongful

convictions. He blames inher-
ent human psychological defi-
ciencies, amplified by a
“tough-on-crime” attitude for
most wrongful convictions.
Godsey describes many such
innate human psychological
flaws --confirmation bias,
memory malleability, cogni-
tive dissonance, bureaucratic
denial, dehumanization – in
detail with concrete examples.
He also gives an insider’s view
of the criminal justice system’s
internal political pressures. He
contends that the fact that
judges, sheriffs, and prosecu-
tors are elected officials ad-
versely influences how they
handle their cases. In his view,
defense attorneys cannot ade-
quately represent clients be-
cause they are overworked
and underpaid. And he be-
lieves that juries are too biased
because they rely too heavily
on police and expert witnesses
to independently and fairly re-
view and assess the evidence
presented in court.

This book is perhaps
too harsh to those charged
with upholding justice who do
not intend to wrongly convict
innocent persons. Neverthe-
less, it is never wrong to be
aware of and address these
types of issues in the criminal
justice system.

   
    

  
    

   
   
   

 
  

   

Dedicated to the advancement
of the law enforcement profession
through education, communication

and an informed program of
legislation.

   
   
   

 
  

   

   
    

  
    

Fraternal Order of Police
Jacksonville Consolidated Lodge 5-30

5530 Beach Boulevard 
Jacksonville, Florida

www.fop530.com (904) 398-7010
Nelson D. Cuba, PresidentSteve Zona, President

Because its mission is to advocate for and support victims of violent crime, the Justice Coalition strongly supports law enforcement
and the justice system, including pushing for tough prosecution for violent crimes. Nonetheless, we recognize that that wrongful con-
victions do occur and that innocent persons wrongfully punished for crimes they did not commit are also victims. Here are three books
that consider how such injuctices occur in the American justice system. 
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I would like to thank
Governor Rick Scott and Pres-
ident Donald Trump for
working tirelessly to make
schools safe for students. Last
month I joined Governor
Scott and President Trump in
two separate roundtable dis-
cussions about protecting stu-
dents in Florida and
nationwide—but we are not
just talking. Action is immi-
nent.

We must keep weapons
out of the hands of the men-
tally ill. Threats against stu-
dents have to be aggressively
investigated. Schools need
more resource officers now. I
am working closely with
leaders in the House and Sen-
ate on all these issues and
more to ensure action this leg-
islative session.

We need to  amend
Florida’s Baker Act to allow
law enforcement officers to
take guns away from men-
tally ill people the courts have
deemed a threat. Florida
needs a Gun Violence Re-
straining Order to keep
weapons out of the hands of
people who might enact the
type of terror we saw in Park-
land last week. My office is

working with law enforce-
ment on developing a secure-
reporting app to allow
students to anonymously re-
port concerning behavior.

We must do all this and
more to protect our students.

I was humbled this week
to discuss these proposals
with survivors of the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School shooting. The courage
and resolve of these students
in the aftermath of such a hor-
rific tragedy is inspiring.

These students are step-
ping up to protect their peers,
and they are helping my of-
fice develop, design and
name the secure-reporting
app. I know these survivors
will lead the charge to make
our country stronger and our
schools safer.

In the wake of this
tragedy, emotions have run
high and debates have
raged—rightfully so. I believe
these conversations are im-
portant. I also believe we are
stronger when we work to-
gether. My plea and my
prayer is that we put politics
aside and enact solutions that
will strengthen our union.

Working together, this
month, our state took quick
action to secure Florida
schools and protect students.
I am extremely proud of Gov-
ernor Rick Scott and every
member of our legislature
who voted in favor of the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School Public Safety
Act, to make sure what hap-
pened in Parkland, less than a
month ago, never happens
again.

This legislation provides
$400 million to hire more

school resource officers and
increase mental health serv-
ices, gives law enforcement
more authority to keep
weapons out of the hands of
mentally ill people courts
have deemed a threat, bans
bump stocks, raises the age to
purchase a firearm and more
crucial steps to keep students
safe.

It also provides funding
for my office to create a se-
cure-reporting app to allow
students to anonymously re-
port concerning behavior.
Students who survived the
shooting are helping us de-
velop, design and name the
app.

I am in awe of these stu-
dents and the parents who
lost children in this horrific
attack. While their grieving
will last a lifetime, they
fought through the pain and
took immediate action. Days
after the shooting they
headed to Tallahassee to de-
mand change.

It’s because of them, less
than a month after the shoot-
ing—at least for a brief mo-
ment—grieving turned into
celebrating, as the state legis-
lature brought change in the
name of their children and
Governor Scott signed the bill
into law.

This bill is not perfect,
and sadly it will not bring
back the 17 lives lost in the
horrific school shooting, but
the safety of our children is
not a political issue—it’s sim-
ply the right thing to do. Re-
publicans and Democrats put
politics aside and passed his-
toric school safety changes
and I am so proud of what
these survivors have accom-
plished.

We Must Protect Our Students

with that conclusion.  The Supreme Court noted that in 2017 the
Florida legislature amended the “Stand Your Ground” law, cre-
ating different burdens of proof for criminal and civil immunity.
In the criminal court the State must prove by clear and convinc-
ing evidence that the defendant was not entitled to immunity.  In
the civil court the defendant must prove by a preponderance of
the evidence that he is entitled to immunity in the civil case.
“Clear and convincing” is a higher burden of proof.  A “prepon-
derance” of the evidence is often characterized as 51% of the ev-
idence.

Because of these differences and other factors, the Supreme
Court of Florida ruled that an immunity finding in the criminal
case does not confer automatic civil liability immunity to a crim-
inal defendant who is sued in civil court.  The defendant in the
civil case must assert and prove “Stand Your Ground” immunity
in the civil case. The holding in the civil case may be different
than the immunity finding in the criminal case. The case is
Kumar v Patel and was decided by the Supreme Court of Florida
on September 28, 2017.

Ground – Continued from page 1

for re-sentencing hearings in
many cases and halted others
that had not yet reached the
death penalty phase. Perhaps
the most unfortunate conse-
quence of the ruling may be the
toll that it took on victims wait-
ing for trials to begin. The ruling
essentially slowed the whole
process to nearly a stand still.

Nearly five years after Cher-
ish was murdered, Donald
Smith was put on trial. Details
from the medical examiner
elicited an emotional reaction
from the courtroom. The med-
ical examiner herself needed to
take a break while discussing
Cherish’s injuries on the stand.
It took the jurors only 12 min-
utes to find Smith guilty. 

During the sentencing

phase, prosecutor Mark Caliel
contrasted photos of Cherish be-
fore and after her death, to un-
derscore the cruelty of Smith’s
crime. On February 22, after a
couple hours of deliberation, the
jury unanimously agreed to sen-
tence Smith to death.  

To be sure, the death penalty
remains a controversial subject.
While legalities and rules are
being hashed out, the victims in-
volved are left to cope with
something that is completely
out of their control. Once again,
the rights of the victims seem to
be secondary to those of the
criminals. For them, the road
seems unending. Hopefully for
Rayne and her family they have
found closure.

Smith – Continued from page 1


